Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 19th July 2010       


        
Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr J Weight


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown  


Mrs L Bunyan



Ms K Dawes


Mr A Hunt




Ms A Knight


Mr D MacEachern


Mr R Walker



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council 
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council

Revd Derek Spencer

St. Mary’s (minute 188 only)

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

185.
Apologies for absence











Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Kirby and Prince.   
186.
Interests of Members

Cllr MacEachern declared an interest in agenda item 7d (minute 191.4) as the TPC nominated member of the Management Committee and in agenda item 8 (minute 192) as an employee of Sussex Mushrooms.
187.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st June 2010 were approved and signed.  

188.
St. Mary’s
188.1
Revd Derek Spencer gave a presentation on a proposal for housing development on land south of Venters in Storrington Road which is owned by the Church. There would be a maximum of 10 houses and sale of the land would secure the future of the Church by providing the necessary finances to cover all of the needed restoration work, any surplus funds remaining in the parish.
188.2
The Chairman thanked Revd Spencer for his presentation and advised that the Council must be careful to avoid any predetermination before consideration of any application that may be received. Cllrs were then invited to ask any questions.

188.3
The meeting was then adjourned for questions from the public.  
189.
Report on Action Items
189.1
(161.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will chase up and e-mail the clerk. 
189.2
(161.2) Pavement front of shops: Now part of “safer route to school”, S106 Transport funds to be utilised. To now be removed from list for time being.  
189.3
(161.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Open Spaces Committee members to monitor. Remove from list.
189.4
(161.4) Abingworth bus shelter: Nothing further to report other than that the shelter has now been repaired.
189.5
(162) MWDF: Chairman has made contact with Washington PC but work on the MWDF has now been suspended.

189.6
(163.2) BT payments: Direct debit not allowed.
190.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 20th July. Consultation on review of existing Licensing Policy. 

WSCC: Consultation on Provisional West Sussex Transport Plan 2011-2026, any comments by 23rd September (previously forwarded to Cllr Walker who will advise if response required). Consultation on Fire and Rescue Service proposals for 2011/12, any comments by 

8th October. Invitation to Joining up our Heritage Project half-way open days (previously circulated).
Sussex Police: 12 months crime figures for Horsham South (previously circulated).
AirS: Annual Conference 2010 (previously circulated). 

Abingworth Developments: Copy of letter to TVA requesting a meeting (previously circulated).
191.
Finance
191.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 30th June 2010 was received. 

191.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: June Outdoor Maintenance


440.00

HDC: August dog bin emptying

   

   
    8.19 

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage 





           1724.79
  








         £2172.98
191.3 Cheque signatory

It was agreed that Cllr Dawes be appointed as a cheque signatory.
191.4
Mobile Youth trust

The appeal was considered and it was agreed that should the project proceed a contribution of £100.00 per annum would be made for a period of 5 years, subject to separate approval for the payment in each following year. 
192.
Mushroom Sites

Meeting with HDC arranged for 3rd August.
193.
Emergency Plan
The paper was considered and it was agreed that a Working Group be formed with Cllrs Brown, MacEachern and Prince as members, an initial report to be made to the next meeting.
194.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution   

Cllr MacEachern to chase spent compost data. Particularly bad smell recently but Cllr MacEachern said due to slurry at local farm rather than mushroom sites. Next meeting needs to be rearranged as clashes with meeting referred to under minute 192, Chairman to send note out.
195.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Meeting to be rearranged.
196.
Greening Campaign


Committee meeting end of August.
197.
Open Spaces Committee


Cllr Brown reported on the last meeting held on 12th July.
198.
Footpaths


The clerk advised that following a review with Cllr MacEachern it was felt that nothing further could be done regarding the FCR footpath. There had been no response to the appeal for witnesses in the April newsletter and scrutiny of the file identified only 5 possible witnesses none of whom fulfil all of the required criteria whereas WSCC have advised a minimum of 8 would be necessary provided all could supply good solid evidence at an Inquiry. After discussion it was agreed that a further item be included in the next newsletter making it clear that should no further witnesses come forward the issue would be shelved.      
199.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party

WSCC meeting 23rd July for proposal that the Core Strategy under the MWDF be suspended. 
200.
Minerals Liaison Group


Invitations to a meeting to be sent to residents this week, with choice of dates.  
201.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th June were received.
202.
Open Spaces Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 10th May were received.
203.
Reports from Councillors

203.1
District Cllr Arthur reported that HDC had received a letter from Eric Pickles withdrawing Government targets for housing. He also advised that the expenditure list is being reviewed and income opportunities are being explored.
203.2
Cllr Bearman reported that the Village Day generated less money this year but a good response had been received from parents at the school for next years Village Day to continue in the same format.
203.3
Cllr MacEachern reported on an altercation in Furze Common Road due to an excessive number of vehicles parked there by one resident, may be followed up with Tim Bryant.
203.4
Cllr Brown reported there was a car parked opposite Cumberland House covered by overgrown vegetation.
203.5
Cllr Hunt reported that West Chiltington are running a campaign on their website to increase broadband speeds. Clerk to check status with West Chiltington PC and report back, possibly also include a link on the TPC website. 

204. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues.

205.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

The Highway Rangers have been requested to clear the overgrown vegetation along Woodlands Way.
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 16th August 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.00 p.m.
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