Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 21st June 2010       


        
Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr J Weight


Mr J Bearman

Mrs L Bunyan


Ms K Dawes



Mr A Hunt


Mr S Kirby



Ms A Knight


Mr D MacEachern


Mr N Prince


Mr R Walker



In attendance
 
Cllr Pat Arculus


County Council
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council 
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the press and public

155.
Chairman’s Declaration of Office

A Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the prescribed form was received and had been signed by Cllr Weight in the presence of the clerk as proper officer on 20th May.
156.
Apologies for absence











Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Brown.   
157.
Interests of Members

Cllr MacEachern declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 10 (minute 164) as an employee of Sussex Mushrooms.
158.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the annual meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th May 2010 were approved and signed. Draft minutes to be issued within one week of the meeting in future. The Chairman will not be serving as a representative on the Laybrook Landfill Working Party and the Minerals Liaison Group, Cllrs were encouraged to volunteer in his place. 

159.
Casual Vacancy

Mr Alan Hunt was nominated and seconded to fill the casual vacancy caused by the resignation of Dave Berry. There were no other nominations and it was agreed that Mr Hunt be co-opted as a member of the Council.

160.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Mr Hunt made a Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the prescribed form and joined the meeting. 
161.
Report on Action Items
161.1
(135.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will chase up and e-mail the clerk. 
161.2
(135.2) Pavement front of shops: Cllr MacEachern advised that Rydon support as part of “safer route to school” and it was agreed that S106 Transport funds be utilised for this purpose. 
161.3
(135.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Requested inspection by HDC.
161.4
(135.4) Abingworth bus shelter: Nothing further to report.
162.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 15th June. Invitation to Strategic Planning Advisory Group 25th May. Tree Preservation Order, Land South of Venters, Storrington Road. 

Roger Arthur: Copy of response from WSCC re Waste Management issues (previously circulated)
Horsham District Community Partnership: Request to visit and give presentation on affordable housing (previously circulated) – to be considered at a later date.
WSCC: Statement and map deposited under Section 31(6) of the Highways Act 1980 confirming existence of Public Rights of Way on land known as woodland and paddocks D, E 
& F at Dukes Hill. Invitation to Rights of Way Engagement Event 21st July and feedback form for comments on service – Cllr Prince to arrange.

Southern Water: Performance Report 2009 – 2010

CPRE: Invitation and agenda for AGM 6th July and Annual Report 2009 

Barnard Marcus: Notice that remaining land to be sold in 2 parcels at auction on 28th June

Splash for Schools & Communities: Notice of meeting with Rydon to discuss possibility of skatepark (previously circulated).

Reference TPC letter to local PC’s suggesting nomination of representative to join group tasked with monitoring progress of MWDF:

Storrington & Sullington PC: Asked to be kept informed of future developments

Washington PC: Would like initial meeting to discuss the proposal – Chairman to make contact.  
163.
Finance
163.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st May 2010 was received. 

163.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: May Outdoor Maintenance



320.00

Faros: Works to notice boards/bus shelter


193.00

HDC: July dog bin emptying

   

   
    8.19 

HDC: 4th instalment office rates




  51.00
A Local Printer Limited: Newsletter/Annual Report

375.00
Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  39.18
R F Brown: Travel expenses for Belfast site visit


  81.33
Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage and reimbursement of office BT payment
           1820.63
  








         £2888.33

Clerk to check possibility of making future office BT payments by direct debit.
164.
Mushroom Sites
164.1
The Chairman advised that the inclusion of this item was to discuss the response to the questionnaire and whilst the Council must not prejudge any future planning application it has nevertheless always made it clear that the views of the community would be a critical factor.  
Cllr MacEachern then withdrew from the meeting for this item.

164.2
The Chairman then went through the main findings as identified in the report previously circulated to members and also reported that legislation has now changed regarding odour pollution with which Sussex Mushrooms will have to comply.
164.3
Following discussion it was agreed that the members of the now disbanded JPAWG would meet with HDC to communicate the results of the questionnaire which will also be put on the TPC website tomorrow.

164.4
It was further agreed that comments received with the questionnaire would be reviewed at the time the application is considered and there would be a need to give feedback to the community following this process.
164.5
The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and it was noted that the application will not be on the HDC website for several days and also that the guidance for the new DEFRA legislation is unclear but a permit will need to be applied for by October 2011.     

165.
Land Banking

It was agreed that a letter be sent to DCLG and that Cllr Dawes would liaise with HDC.
166.
HDC Engagement with Local Communities

Cllrs Bearman and Prince will attend the 5th July meeting. It was agreed that Cllr Bearman will complete the questionnaire identifying the 4 key issues of Landfill, Sussex Mushrooms, Traffic and Schools for submission to HDC by the clerk.

167.
Application for compost site in Ashington

It was agreed Cllr Dawes will draft a response for circulation to members before submission to WSCC.

168.
Public Convenience Provision, Storrington


The letter from Storrington & Sullington PC was considered and it was agreed that the clerk would send a holding response on the basis discussed.

169.
Rural Services Network


It was agreed that the clerk would register TPC on their website and therefore accept the offer of free membership.

170.
Quality Council reward grant


The proposed response was agreed, with the added comment that TPC now funds the newsletter.

171.
SID


It was agreed that Cllr Walker would resurrect the team with a target of quarterly operations and that Cllr Bearman would request a police commitment regarding radar.

172.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution   

Notes of previous meeting have been circulated. Difficulty in obtaining spent compost data, Cllr MacEachern to provide. Cllr Brown previously reported on site visit in Belfast, John Batchelor/HDC visiting another installation in July. Issue of new legislation will be addressed at next meeting.
173.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Meeting should be arranged soon, the Chairman suggested Cllr Hunt may wish to join the Committee.
174.
Greening Campaign


Launched at Village Day, favourable comments received, amount of support will be known in September when the cards are counted.
175.
Open Spaces Committee


Next meeting 12th July.
176.
Icy Roads


Report to be made in the autumn.
177.
Footpaths


Gate set in different position on bridle path back of Town House. WSCC recommend minimum of 8 witnesses for FCR footpath provided good solid evidence, clerk to liaise with Cllr MacEachern to review potential witnesses.    
178.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party

Next meeting in September. 
179.
Minerals Liaison Group


Cllr MacEachern meeting site manager on 5th July to progress. 
180.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 19th April were received.
181.
Reports from Councillors

181.1
County Cllr Arculus reported that financial constraints were the key current issue and feedback from parishes is needed as to which services are a priority. 
181.2
District Cllr Arthur advised the same problem as 181.1 above at a district level and a meeting is being held this Thursday to go through expenditure items and they are also looking for income opportunities. He also reported that he will be reverting to WSCC to emphasise the importance of the Corby judgment in the context of landfill.
181.3
Cllr Prince reported that heavy machinery moved into Willmers Farm today.

181.4
Cllr MacEachern reported that the purple bus will be visiting in September and the CLC has awarded a grant to the cricket club.
181.5
Cllr Bearman reported that the pre-school now has its own area outside the hall funded by grant and help from Tim Bryant/Abingworth Developments. Attendance at Village Day pleasing and a lot of help from the school on Friday evening this year. The latest police report shows an increase in burglaries and a summer drink/drive campaign is to be launched.
182. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues.

183.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and it was noted that there has been a lot of vandalism at the Abingworth site, Sussex Mushrooms are aware.
184.
Chairman’s Announcements

The Chairman advised he will miss the August and October meetings due to commitments made before his election, Cllr Kirby will cover if he can.
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 19th July 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.20 p.m.
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