Minutes of Thakeham Annual Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 17th May 2010               
Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mrs L Bunyan


Ms K Dawes



Mr S Kirby


Ms A Knight



Mr D MacEachern

Mr N Prince



Mr R Walker



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council 
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

115.
Election of Chairman

Cllr Berry had decided to stand down after 5 years as Chairman and was thanked by the Council for his valued contribution. Cllr Weight was elected to the Chair of the Parish Council.

116.
Chairman’s Declaration of Office

In the absence of Cllr Weight, it was agreed that a Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the prescribed form be received before or at the next meeting.
117.
Election of Vice-Chairman


Cllr Kirby was re-elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council and then took the Chair for this meeting.

118.
Apologies for absence











Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Brown and Weight.   
119.
Register of Members’ Interests
Those members who did not submit the update declaration form, duly completed, at the meeting were requested to submit to the clerk as soon as possible. 
120.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.
121.
Appointment of representatives to the Horsham Association of Local Councils

Cllrs Bearman and Prince were appointed. 

122.
Appointment of representatives to the County Local Committee


Cllrs MacEachern and Weight were appointed.

123.
Appointment of representatives to the Joint Planning Advisory Working Group


It was agreed that this Working Group be discontinued.
124.
Appointment of representatives to the Laybrook Landfill Working Party


Cllrs MacEachern and Weight were appointed.

125.
Appointment of representatives to the Minerals Liaison Group

Cllr MacEachern was appointed. Clerk to check whether Cllr Weight also wishes to be a representative on this Group. 
126.
Appointment of Planning Committee

126.1
The following were re-appointed to the Planning Committee:


Cllrs Brown, Bunyan, Dawes, MacEachern and Walker. 

126.2
It was agreed that the Planning Committee could continue with a membership of 7 that included the Chairman and Vice-Chairman as ex officio members.

127.
Appointment of Open Spaces Committee

127.1
The following were re-appointed to the Open Spaces Committee:

Cllrs Bearman, Brown, Bunyan and Prince. 

127.2
It was agreed that the Open Spaces Committee could continue with a membership of 6 that included the Chairman and Vice-Chairman as ex officio members.

128.
Appointment of Allotments Committee

128.1
The following were re-appointed to the Allotments Committee:

Cllrs Brown, Bunyan, Dawes and MacEachern.

128.2
It was agreed that the Allotments Committee could continue with a membership of 6 that included the Chairman and Vice-Chairman as ex officio members.
129.
Appointment of FCR Footpath Inquiry Advisory Committee


It was agreed that this Committee would not continue at this time.
130.
Appointment of Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


The following were re-appointed to the Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee:


Cllrs Bearman, Prince, Walker and Weight. 

131.
Designation of Duties to Councillors


Sport and Leisure:


Cllr Bunyan


Youth:




Cllr MacEachern


Health:




Cllr MacEachern


Tree Warden:



Cllr Prince


Footpath Warden:


Cllr Prince


Highways and Transport:

Cllr Walker


Communications:


Cllrs Knight & Weight


Police:




Cllr Bearman


Village Hall:



Cllr MacEachern

132.
Annual Subscriptions


It was agreed that annual subscriptions be renewed as follows:


Horsham Association of Local Councils (HALC): last renewed April 2009 at £15.00  

Sussex Associations of Local Councils (SALC): last renewed April 2010 at £366.00
National Association of Local Councils (NALC): last renewed April 2010 at £75.98
CPRE: last renewed September 2009 at £29.00

Action in rural Sussex: last renewed October 2009 at £40.00

Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC): last renewed December 2009 at £151.00

133.
Inspection of deeds and trust instruments in the custody of the Council

133.1
The following were produced by the Clerk:

133.1.1
Land certificate for the High Bar Lane playground.

133.1.2
Land certificate for a small area of land at Linfield Copse.

133.2
The following documents were held for the Parish Council by Stuckey Carr & Co., Solicitors:

133.2.1
Conveyance and Trust Deed dated 12 October 1979 and made between Henry Bernard Marslen and Margaret Constance Denyer (1) and The Parish Council of Thakeham (2). This is a Conveyance of the freehold of the land where the Jehovah’s Witnesses Kingdom Hall stands and it also contains the Declaration of Trust in relation to The Village Hall, and

133.2.2
Lease dated 12 May 1989 made between Thakeham Parish Council (1) and the Trustees of the Pulborough Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses (2).  

133.3
Copies of the leases of the Village Hall and Kingdom Hall are held at the Parish Office.

134.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th April 2010 were approved and signed. 

135.
Report on Action Items
135.1
(94.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will follow up. 
135.2
(94.2) Pavement front of shops: Cllr Bearman sent further e-mail to Highways and mentioned potential s106 transport funding. Cllr MacEachern advised also put on “safer route to school” at last CLC meeting. 
135.3
(94.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Problem continues despite letters, clerk to follow up with HDC.
135.4
(94.4) Abingworth bus shelter: Cllr Bearman sent e-mail to Highways and mentioned

 
potential s106 transport funding.
135.5
(94.5) APM: Excellent evening, good turnout and lot of positive feedback. Thanks were conveyed to Cllr Dawes for organising and Cllrs Bearman and MacEachern for refreshments.

135.6
(94.6) Village clean-up day: Thanks were conveyed to the volunteers and the Highway Rangers who were also in attendance.
135.7
(94.8) Smiffys: Cllr MacEachern to raise at Rydon School on 21st May.
135.8
(94.10) Abingworth bus stop issues: Cllr Bearman contacted Roger Knight of Compass, drivers will be asked to look for any passengers waiting in the shelter. WSCC to be chased re hard-standing. 
135.9
(97) Housing Needs Survey: Tom Warder invited to future TPC meeting, date to be arranged.
135.10
(98.1) Questionnaire: arranged on agreed basis.
135.11
(99) Land auction: HDC pursuing some of the issues with Trading Standards Office and Royal Society of Surveyors.
135.12
(101) CUSID: Response sent 26th April.

136.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 18th May. Summons to Standards Committee meeting 28th April. Consultation on the proposed adoption of powers to seize, store and dispose of abandoned shopping trolleys, no response necessary. Invitation to Chairman’s civic service 20th June. Invitation to Chairman to attend Annual Reception 26th May, to be passed to Chairman. 

Roger Arthur: Copy of email to HDC Enforcement re contravention of conditions by Focus Events at Town House farm, to be followed up by Planning Committee. District Cllr Arthur was thanked for sending this email as it was of concern for many residents.
Sussex Safer Roads Partnership: Information on Operation Crackdown (anti-social driving) – pamphlets placed in rack in village hall.
Just Different: Appeal
137.
Finance
137.1
Bank Reconciliation


The bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2010 was received.

137.2
Explanation of Variances


The explanation of variances for the year ended 31 March 2010 was received.

137.3
Internal Auditor’s Report

The Internal Auditor’s report and letter of clearance for the year ended 31 March 2010 was received.
137.4
Annual Return

137.4.1
It was agreed that the Statement of Accounts contained in the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 be approved.

137.4.2
It was agreed that the Annual Governance Statement contained in the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2010 be approved.

137.5
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 30th April 2010 was received. 

137.6
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: April Outdoor Maintenance


320.00

HDC: June dog bin emptying

   

   
    8.19 

HDC: 3rd instalment office rates




  51.00
HDC: Playground inspections x 5



  70.50

Broker Network Ltd: Annual insurance premium

           1131.22
Horsham Association of Local Councils: Annual subscription
  15.00

A Local Printer Limited: Questionnaire + envelopes

428.88
D MacEachern: APM expenses




  33.38
John Bearman: APM expenses




  14.00
Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage and reimbursement of McAfee security renewal      1753.38
  








         £3825.55
138.
Annual Report
The Annual Report was approved.
139.
Newsletter

Input for the next issue was agreed. Greening cards to be distributed with the newsletter and Cllrs requested to count the number of cards displayed when distributing the September newsletter. 
140.
Mushroom Sites - JPAWG
140.1
Cllr Berry reported that he had received an invitation from Communiqué for a further meeting. It was agreed this be declined as TPC would now act as a statutory consultee.
140.2
Questionnaire now distributed and it was noted that TVA have sent out a flyer and a follow up to the exhibition and public meeting has been sent to all residents by Communiqué.

140.3
It was agreed that the previous JPAWG members would meet and agree how to process the data from the completed questionnaires and report to the next meeting.

141.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution


Next meeting 8th June.
142.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Meeting to be arranged.

143.
Greening Campaign


Launch on Village Day. Publicity/press releases being covered. Meeting with school representative 19th May. Challenge cards being printed. Cost savings through hand delivery of cards and use of Village Day, maximum further cost of £50.00 – it was agreed this be borne by TPC.

144.
Open Spaces Committee


Cllr Prince reported on the last meeting held on 10th May.
145.
Icy Roads


HDC Severe Weather Working Group have reported, further report to be made in the autumn.
146.
Footpaths


Rotting posts on Woodlands Way reported to Darren Rolfe. Strawberry Lane still needs attention. Clerk received John Welland file with previous witnesses for FCR footpath but not yet reviewed.    
147.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party

TPC letter, WSCC response and District Cllr Arthur emails previously circulated. Letter to local parishes sent 26th April, no response as yet.

148.
Minerals Liaison Group


Meeting 10th June. 
149.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 15th March were received.
150.
Open Spaces Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 8th March were received.
151.
Reports from Councillors

151.1
District Cllr Arthur gave a summary review of the past year from an HDC perspective. 
151.2
Cllr MacEachern reported that a group of teenagers are regularly camping in High Bar woods, usually over bank holiday weekends, leaving rubbish behind including alcohol which is of concern as the area is also frequented by young children. Cllr Kirby reported vandalism on a row of cars along High Bar Lane which may be connected. Any further incidents to be reported to PCSO and photographs to be taken if appropriate.
151.3
Cllr Walker reported he had received a phone call from a resident near Snapes corner, they had observed people measuring traffic who stated they were looking at the possibility of traffic calming measures there.
151.4
Cllr Bearman reported on police issues and the Village Day.
152. 
Liaison with TVA


Flyer circulated in view of reaction to questionnaire by several members. Fuel storage building at mushroom site discussed recently. Met with WSCC officers re landfill, they were meeting with Cory who are awaiting results of MWDF before deciding how to move forward so still a threat. Knepp Castle fund-raising event 13th June. Met with people from Bexhill for exchange of views as they have similar problem with landfill. 13th May Laybrook meeting cancelled, next scheduled for 25th May.  

153.
Adjournment

153.1
Before the adjournment Cllr Berry provided background history regarding the mushroom sites, he stressed the importance to TPC of receiving the views of all the parish before forming an opinion on any proposals and reminded the meeting that although TVA were still included as an agenda item they have formally declined to give an indication of their membership numbers which makes it extremely difficult for TPC to give a weighting to their views.


The meeting was then adjourned. There were many comments and questions from the public regarding the mushroom sites and the questionnaire and the following was noted, together with any response.
153.2
Disgust expressed at the PC issuing the questionnaire – completely wrong.

TPC must be aware that because the feeling is that the questions were biased and that the PC is in favour of the proposals some residents will not bother to respond.


- Can’t please everyone with the wording, PC felt questions were fair. Residents asked for their views on statements made public by Sussex Mushrooms, TPC needs opinions back so can take forward. Questionnaire put together carefully by TPC JPAWG members and ratified by PC, all done in house in response to the likely planning application, TPC does not have an opinion on any proposals at this stage. 
153.3
Who set the questions, did Sussex Mushrooms have any involvement?

- No input whatsoever from Sussex Mushrooms. 
153.4
If residents say they want any of the possible benefits listed, the only way is to accept development.
153.5
The parish plan had the help of AirS to ensure questions weren’t loaded and it included something on the mushroom sites so perhaps TPC should also refer to the results of that exercise.


- The questionnaire is to help TPC form an opinion.

153.6 Everyone will have an opportunity to make their views known to HDC.

153.7 Hope that the odour pollution issue will still be pursued irrespective of any development as this is the top priority for the village.

- Being covered by a separate working group who have already held a number of meetings,  this is being progressed irrespective of any application.

153.8 Perhaps now would be a good opportunity to release the TVA membership numbers.

- Would certainly help PC.

154.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda


Cllr Berry advised that having recently had a significant promotion at work that is putting greater demands on his time he has decided, with regret, to notify TPC of his resignation from the Council with immediate effect and presented a letter formally recording his decision.

TPC reluctantly accepted his resignation and expressed sincere thanks for all the many valued contributions made by Cllr Berry both as a member and latterly as Chairman.

Date of next meeting:
Monday, 21st June 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.10 p.m.
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