Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 19th April 2010 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Ms K Dawes


Mr S Kirby


Ms A Knight


Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the press and public

91.
Apologies for absence










Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs MacEachern, Prince and Walker.   
92.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.
93.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th March 2010 were approved and signed.   

94.
Report on Action Items
94.1
(66.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will follow up. 
94.2
(66.2) Pavement front of shops: Nothing further to report. 
94.3
(66.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Nothing further to report.
94.4
(66.4) Abingworth bus shelter: Nothing further to report.
94.5
(66.5) APM: 4 farmers agreed to speak. Public to be encouraged to attend. Cllrs Bearman and MacEachern agreed to provide refreshments. 
94.6
(66.7) Village clean-up day: On notice boards, in newsletter and sent to press. Kit being delivered tomorrow. Clerk to follow up Highway Rangers attendance and works forms to be sent to Cllrs Berry and Prince to hand out.
94.7 (69) Street parking: Response submitted.
94.8 (73) Smiffys: Carry forward.

94.9 (74) Newsletter: Printed and delivered to Cllrs for distribution.

94.10 (88.3) Abingworth bus stop issues: Not yet followed up.

94.11 (89.1) Waste service: link on website.

94.12 (89.4) Bramblefield: Sale fallen through.

94.13 (90.1) Toddlers playground damage: Reported to HDC. 
95.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 20th April. Invitation to Strategic Planning Advisory Group meeting 23rd March. Storrington and Sullington Parish Design Statement. 

Horsham District Community Partnership: Invitation to attend meeting re Transport sub group (previously circulated).
Wiggonholt Association: Pre-election public forum on the environment (previously circulated).

Storrington & South Downs Museum Society: Invitation to Grand Re-Opening (previously circulated), Cllrs Bearman and Brown to attend.

Sussex U3A: Invitation to Art & Craft Festival 31st July.

Sussex Crimestoppers: Appeal.
96.
Finance
96.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st March 2010 was received. 
96.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: March Outdoor Maintenance


  80.00

HDC: May dog bin emptying


           
   
    8.19    
HDC: 2nd instalment office rates




  51.00
Sussex Associations of Local Councils: NALC/SALC annual

   
   

subscription + LCR publication




482.28
A Local Printer Limited: Newsletter



177.00

Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  27.13
Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage 





           1719.86
  








         £2545.46
96.3
It was agreed that the Litter Warden pay rates be increased as budgeted from £6.75 to £7.00 per hour effective 1st April 2010.

97. 
Housing Needs Survey Report
The report was considered and it was agreed that Tom Warder be invited to a future meeting although it was noted that resolution of the mushroom sites situation may impact on this issue.   
98.
Mushroom Sites
98.1
The Chairman referred to the recent exhibition/public meeting and conveyed thanks to Cllr Knight for taking notes of the meeting which Cllr Weight will post on the website. In view of the importance of TPC taking into account the views of the community before reaching any decision a draft questionnaire was presented and considered and it was agreed that the clerk would arrange for A Local Printer to produce the questionnaire and addressed envelopes up to a maximum cost of £500, a latest return date of 4 weeks after printing completion to be inserted and Cllr distribution as per the newsletter.  
98.2
The Chairman advised that a further JPAWG meeting was likely to be called soon and perhaps the proactive approach has run its course and it may be more appropriate for TPC to now act purely as a statutory consultee as an application is imminent. After discussion it was agreed that the Chairman would politely decline any further TPC involvement in the JPAWG at this stage.

98.3
Regarding Odour Pollution, Cllr Weight advised that a further meeting is scheduled for tomorrow and circulated the latest spent compost figures. 
99.
Land Auction
A further auction has been held and 2 plots are now being sub-divided into a number of strips for a future auction. Article 4 directions cover 5 of the 6 plots and as the Bramble barn is now back on the market it was agreed that Cllr Dawes would ask HDC for this to also be covered.  
100.
Laybrook Landfill/MWDF
The WSCC response was considered and it was agreed that the clerk would reply expressing disappointment. It was further agreed that the message from the Chairman be sent to local parishes together with copies of the correspondence and it was noted that Cllrs Bunyan and MacEachern would be prepared to join Cllr Weight should a sub-group be formed. 
101.
CUSID
The letter from the CLC Chairman was reviewed and it was agreed that the clerk would respond expressing no interest as it was considered too expensive compared to the potential benefits. There is a need to explore whether SID could be used again in the near future and this will be included on the June agenda. 
102.
Annual Report 

It was agreed to adopt the same basis as last year, using A Local Printer and circulating with the June newsletter.
103.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Need to arrange meeting to review.
104.
Greening Campaign

Committee meeting regularly every 2 weeks or so. Storrington launch 10th July. Considering having a table at the Village Day.  
105.
Open Spaces Committee


Nothing to report.
106.
Icy Roads

Cllr Brown circulated and talked through his report and advised he was awaiting further information from WSCC Highways.
107.
Footpaths 
Nothing to report.    
108.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party
Next meeting 13th May.
109.
Minerals Liaison Group

Nothing to report. 
110.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st March were received.
111.
Reports from Councillors


Cllr Bearman reported on the annual policing report received from the District Commander.  

112. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues.
113.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.

113.1
In response to a question as to whether the 8th April meeting of the Minerals Liaison Group had taken place, the clerk reported he had been advised by Cllr MacEachern that it had been cancelled due to unavailability of WSCC personnel and was being re-arranged.

114.
Chairman’s Announcements
114.1
All Cllrs urged to attend APM with friends and neighbours. 
114.2
Volunteers encouraged for 24th April clean-up.
114.3
Mobile Waste relocated to Storrington library car park but with restricted types of waste.
114.4
Cllrs encouraged to attend environment forum.
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 17th May 2010 at 7.30 p.m. (Annual Meeting)  
Meeting closed:  9.15 p.m.
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