Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 15th March 2010 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Ms K Dawes


Mr S Kirby


Ms A Knight


Mr D MacEachern
Mr R Walker


Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr Pat Arculus


County Council
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

62.
The Chairman referred to the withdrawal by Cory of their application for landfill at Laybrook and on behalf of the Council thanked the many people concerned, and in particular Jean Locker, for their huge efforts in opposing the application. 
63.
Apologies for absence










Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Prince.   
64.
Interests of Members

Cllr MacEachern declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 (minute 70) as a resident of Furze Common Road.
65.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th February 2010 were approved and signed.   

66.
Report on Action Items
66.1
(39.3) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will follow up. 
66.2
(39.4) Pavement front of shops: Nothing further to report. 
66.3
(39.5) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Nothing further to report.
66.4
(39.6) Abingworth bus shelter: Nothing further to report.
66.5
(39.12) APM: 3 farmers agreed to speak.
66.6
(44) Local Transport Plan: Response submitted 17th February.
66.7
(46) Village clean-up day: Arrangements to be made next month.
66.8
(47) St Mary’s roof repairs: Letter sent 18th February.
66.9
(53) Bridleways: Reported to Darren Rolfe 18th February.
66.10
(57.2) Damaged pavement: To be monitored and reported if any further deterioration.
66.11
(57.3) Village Day: Cllr Bearman conveyed thanks to Cllr Knight who has volunteered to act as secretary.
66.12
(59.1) HBL road/pavement: Requested HDC action 1st March.

66.13
(60.2) Oil painting: Acquired by Mr Jones on behalf of Thakeham and West Chiltington Cricket Club.
67.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Council meeting 24th February. Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 16th March. Invitation to Horsham District Community Partnership annual conference (previously circulated).   

Cory Environmental: Withdrawal of planning application + copy of press release.
Revd Derek Spencer: Thank you for letter (previously circulated).
68.
Finance
68.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 28th February 2010 was received. 
68.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: February Outdoor Maintenance


  80.00

HDC: April dog bin emptying


           
   
    8.19    
HDC: 1st instalment office rates




  50.50
Sussex Associations of Local Councils: Standing Orders for

   
   

Local Councils publication




  25.00
Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  49.50

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage and reimbursement of office BT payment
           1769.50
  








         £1982.69
69. 
Street Parking
The paper from HDC was considered and it was agreed that Cllr Bearman would prepare a response for submission by the clerk.   
70.
Furze Common Road
Gillian Metheringham provided an update on the current status and requested TPC support in any negotiations with Tim Bryant and also help with any other sources of funding.
71.
FCR/HBL footpath
Cllr MacEachern reported that only 5 or 6 potential witnesses not resident in FCR had been identified, 2 of whom would not be willing to commit to attendance at a Public Inquiry. Clerk to include an item in the next newsletter requesting any other relevant users to contact him. 
72.
Laybrook Landfill
The papers from Cllr Weight were considered and it was agreed that the letter to WSCC be submitted as drafted, that Cllr Weight progresses the MWDF sub group and that the Chairman makes contact with other local parishes.
73.
Smiffys
The highways issue was discussed; the need for a footway was emphasised, removal of the hedge would improve sightlines, the child safety problem was recognised and support from WSCC was requested. County Cllr Arculus advised that s106 monies could be used and also the project could be incorporated as part of the Rydon safer routes to school exercise; Cllr MacEachern to raise this as a specific issue with Rydon School. County Cllr Arculus also agreed to follow up the earlier requests and try to obtain a cost estimation.
74.
Newsletter 


Input for the next issue was agreed.
75.
Mushroom Sites – JPAWG

The Chairman reported on the current status and advised that when finalised the revised plans for the mushroom sites would be shown at a public exhibition on 25th March, being followed that evening by a public meeting.  
76.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution 
Cllr Weight updated the meeting and advised that the furnace project was progressing well.
77.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Nothing to report.
78.
Greening Campaign

Launch to be linked with Storrington.  
79.
Open Spaces Committee


Cllr Brown reported on the last meeting held on 8th March.
80.
Icy Roads

Cllr Brown advised he was awaiting results of the 11th March HDC meeting following which a report will be produced.
81.
Footpaths 
The clerk reported on the routine maintenance works undertaken by WSCC.    
82.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party
Due to meet later this week.
83.
Minerals Liaison Group

Meeting arranged for 8th April, affected residents will be invited. 
84.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st February were received.
85.
Open Spaces Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 9th November were received.
86.
Reports from Councillors

86.1
County Cllr Arculus advised it may be difficult to get the Laybrook site taken out of the plan but need to keep the pressure on. Tight financial situation currently and anticipated to get worse, additional monies having to be diverted to road repairs following severe winter weather.  

86.2
District Cllr Arthur reported that Acorn Plus implementation is progressing well and by 2012 landfill capacity will not be needed for domestic waste. HDC continues to meet the challenge of a continued reduction in Government grant and council tax increase held to 1% plus inflation. Small Dole decision due shortly.

86.3
Cllr MacEachern reported on continuing problem of surface water on the road by Abingworth lake. The clerk advised that Highways are to clear out the gullies and may contact the landowner if necessary.
86.4
Cllr Bearman referred to the latest police report from the District Commander which identified the main current issue as being thefts from vehicles, especially vans containing tools. 
87. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues.
88.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.

88.1
Regarding Furze Common Road, the Chairman reported that the JPAWG had been advised this would be dealt with as part of the overall package so the 25th March exhibition would provide the best opportunity to press them as to what they are planning. 
88.2
Tim Bryant now representing Abingworth Holdings who are progressing the mushroom site proposals and he is understood to have resigned from Beamsync.
88.3
It was queried whether the Abingworth bus shelter could be moved forward as when wet the driver goes past before people move from the shelter to the road. Cllr Bearman advised the shelter could not be moved but he will contact Compass to see if there is another solution and the Chairman reported that this will also be considered within the mushroom sites project.
89.
Chairman’s Announcements
89.1
Attended and reported on Task and Finish WG meeting 17th February.

89.2
Ashington composting exhibition 23rd March, may be of interest for Cllrs.
89.3
CLC meeting 17th March, Cllr MacEachern to attend.
89.4
Comment via website from new owners of Bramblefield, Cllr Dawes to follow up planning aspect with HDC.

89.5
HDC not proceeding with Adversane/North Heath as a potential strategic development location.

89.6
Traffic Regulation Order for Water Lane followed up by Cllr Bearman, bollards being installed, some removable and sufficient width for cycles and horses. 

90.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda
90.1
Cllr Kirby to inspect damage at toddlers playground and follow up with Cllr Prince.

90.2 Standing orders to be progressed.

90.3
Nothing to report regarding allotments.


Date of next meeting:
Monday, 19th April 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.20 p.m.
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