Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 15th February 2010 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Ms K Dawes


Mr S Kirby


Ms A Knight


Mr D MacEachern
Mr N Prince


Mr R Walker



Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

35.
The Chairman referred to the recent death of Ivan Weir, a regular attendee at Council meetings. A minute’s silence was observed in his memory. 
36.
Apologies for absence










All members of the Parish Council were present, Cllr Kirby having apologised that he would be late arriving joined the meeting as shown below.   
37.
Interests of Members

Cllrs Bearman and Prince declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 7(c) (minute 41.3) as members of the Village Hall Committee.
38.
Minutes of the last meetings
Minutes of the last ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 18th January 2010 were approved and signed. Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 8th February 2010 were also approved and signed.  

39.
Report on Action Items
39.1
(166.6) Road markings in The Street: Traffic Engineer to inspect the bend to determine what action if any would be applicable.

39.2
(166.8) Verge at Danhill crossroads: Extending kerb and installing reflective hazard marker posts along east verge has been placed on a programme for future consideration when funding allows.
39.3
(6.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will follow up. 
39.4
(6.2) Pavement front of shops: Nothing further to report. 
39.5
(6.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Nothing further to report.
39.6
(6.4) Abingworth bus shelter: Nothing further to report.
39.7
(7) Local Works: Wrote to Nick Herbert MP 25th January.
39.8
(9) MWDF: Response submitted 21st January.

39.9
(10) Laybrook Landfill: Response submitted 21st January.

39.10
(12) Icy roads: Thank you letters, interest in WG involvement and response to website comments sent 21st January.

39.11
(13) Council Precepts: Chairman’s statement sent to LCR 19th January.

39.12
(14) APM: Harold Linfield might also speak.

39.13
(26.2) Fallen trees: Now cleared.

39.14
(28.1) Blocked drains: Inspected but no apparent problem. Overflowing lake causing problem at Abingworth, Highways to see if anything can be done; underground spring likely cause south of Jackets Hill.

39.15
(34) Auction of barn and land: Press release and letters sent 9th February. 

40.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 16th February. Invitation to Strategic Planning Advisory Group meeting 26th January. Invitation to Senior Persons Council meeting 5th March (previously circulated).Guide to the SHLAA (previously circulated). Copy of Directions made under Article 4(1) (re auction).   

HALC: Minutes and invitation to complete Training Survey (previously circulated).
St Mary’s PCC: Thank you from the Treasurer for contribution to churchyard maintenance.
41.
Finance
41.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st January 2010 was received. As the approved expenditure now exceeds the relevant budget level, it was agreed that £181.00 be transferred to the Parish Communications/Website budget from Contingencies 

41.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: January Outdoor Maintenance


  72.00

HDC: February dog bin emptying


           
    7.80    
HDC: March dog bin emptying




    7.80
Royal British Legion: Remembrance wreath


  14.00

   
   

Pulborough Parish Council: Planning seminar


  10.00
Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage 





           1685.31
  








         £1796.91
41.3
Village Hall Funding

The paper was considered and Cllr Bearman provided additional background and answered questions, during which Cllr Kirby joined the meeting.
Cllrs Bearman and Prince then withdrew from the meeting while this item was considered.
Following discussion it was considered more appropriate that any monies be held in the TPC contingency rather than the hall’s and therefore it was agreed that no payment should be made this year based on current or previous years budget balances but assuming no other change in circumstances in the future TPC would aim to support the village hall but with no guarantee as to the amount that might be made available.
42. 
FCR/HBL footpath
The response from Christine Luff was considered and it was agreed that Cllr MacEachern would report back to the next meeting with an indication of the number of potential witnesses not living in FCR but who have used the route.   
43.
New potential waste sites in Ashington/Washington
The paper was noted, no further action to be taken as TPC already responded to the main MWDF document.
44.
Local Transport Plan
The Chairman thanked Cllrs Bearman, Prince and Walker for the proposed response and it was agreed it be submitted as drafted. 
45.
Icy Roads
Cllr Brown reported on the actions taken and further meetings arranged, following which he and Cllr Prince will aim to pull something together for consideration.
46.
Village clean-up day

Equipment ordered for 24th April, usual arrangements to apply.
47.
St Mary’s roof repairs 


The paper was considered and the basis of a letter to be sent by the clerk was agreed.
48.
Mushroom Sites – JPAWG

The Chairman reported on meetings held with HDC on 26th January and Sussex Mushrooms on 3rd February and advised that a full JPAWG meeting is planned for 9th March. 
49.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution 
Cllr Weight reported on the 6th meeting of the Group held on 9th February and advised that the remit had been extended to include noise, traffic and light pollution.
50.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Further meeting expected in the near future.
51.
Greening Campaign

Cllr Dawes advised that the campaign organisers had given the OK for TPC to co-ordinate with Storrington who are meeting next Tuesday. The new committee will be meeting soon and thought will be given to the launch of the local campaign.  
52.
Open Spaces Committee


Next meeting 8th March.
53.
Footpaths 
Cllr Prince reported concern that the bridle way beyond Bowford Farm is waterlogged and virtually impassable. Also walkers are taking an unauthorised route west of HBL by the woodland as the bridle way cannot be safely negotiated due to overgrown vegetation. Clerk to follow up with Darren Rolfe.   
54.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party
Cllr Weight reported on the last meeting held on 10th February. All responses went in by the due date. Currently expecting a 3rd consultation, probably starting mid-March, and suggesting might hold further public meeting during this consultation period. WSCC currently targeting 27th July meeting for review of the application.  
55.
Minerals Liaison Group

Cllr MacEachern contacted Ibstock, Ian Lissamore away at present, they will e-mail clerk with a date for the meeting. 
56.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 4th January were received.
57.
Reports from Councillors

57.1
District Cllr Arthur advised that the Laybrook application would be considered at tomorrow’s meeting of the HDC Development Control (South) Committee, he plans to focus on the health issue and has also asked to speak at the relevant WSCC meeting.
57.2
Cllr MacEachern reported that the edge of the pavement by The Conifers was badly damaged, clerk to contact Highways.
57.3
Cllr Bearman reported a good response from the school as regards manning stalls, clearing-up, etc, at the next Village Day. The Committee is however lacking a secretary and Cllrs were therefore requested to advise of any potential volunteer. 
58. 
Liaison with TVA


Successful AGM. Speaking at HDC meeting tomorrow re Laybrook.

59.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.

59.1
HBL road never swept and pavements still covered with leaves, clerk to follow up.
59.2
Survey on ancient woodland published 29th January by Sussex Wildlife Trust among others, several in Thakeham including Laybrook.
60.
Chairman’s Announcements
60.1
Attending Task and Finish WG meeting 17th February.

60.2
Contacted by gentleman from Nottingham who has an oil painting circa 1830 of a player at Thakeham Cricket Club, valued at £60.00. Chairman will follow up and possibly acquire out of allowance.

61.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

New model standing orders finally published, clerk clarifying specific issues before progressing.
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 15th March 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.25 p.m.
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