Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 18th January 2010 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Ms K Dawes


Mr S Kirby


Ms A Knight


Mr D MacEachern
Mr N Prince


Mr R Walker



Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr Pat Arculus


County Council



Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council 
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

1.
Apologies for absence










All members of the Parish Council were present, Cllr Kirby having joined the meeting as shown below.   
2.
Casual Vacancy
Cllr Walker nominated Ms Alison Knight to fill the casual vacancy caused by the resignation of Lucy McDowell, this was seconded by Cllr Bunyan. There were no other nominations and it was agreed that Ms Knight be co-opted as a member of the Council.
3.
Declaration of Acceptance of Office

Ms Knight made a Declaration of Acceptance of Office in the prescribed form and joined the meeting. 
4.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.
5.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st December 2009 were approved and signed.  


Cllr Kirby joined the meeting.

6.
Report on Action Items
6.1
(294.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus will follow up. 
6.2
(294.2) Pavement front of shops: Nothing further to report. Smiffys application to be reviewed at next meeting of the Planning Committee.
6.3
(294.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Nothing further to report.
6.4
(294.4) Abingworth bus shelter: Hard-standing requested, land ownership being checked.
6.5
(294.6) First School LEA Governor Vacancy: Cllr Brown now appointed.
6.6
(295) Highways programme: Cllr Walker advised that no response is necessary.
7.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 19th January. Summons to Standards Committee meeting 13th January. Stronger engagement with our local communities (previously circulated).  

WSCC: Review of the Library Service (previously circulated).

West Sussex Rural Mobile Youth Trust: Thank you from the Chairman of the Trust for the purple bus contribution.
Local Works: Request to contact MP re the Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill (previously circulated). Clerk to write to Nick Herbert on behalf of TPC.   

Pulborough Parish Council: Invitation to training session on Planning 22nd February, Cllrs Brown and Bunyan attending.
8.
Finance
8.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st December 2009 was received. As the approved expenditure now exceeds the relevant budget level, it was agreed that £150.00 be transferred to the Donations budget from Contingencies 

8.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: December Outdoor Maintenance


  72.00

St Mary’s PCC Thakeham: Contribution for 2009 churchyard


maintenance





           1100.00    
Vision ICT Ltd: Website hosting & support 2010/11

283.18
Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  42.92

   
   

John Bearman: Christmas meeting



  15.00
D MacEachern: Christmas meeting



  15.00

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage 





           1678.83
  








         £3206.93
9. 
MWDF
The briefing note and response proposed by Cllr Weight was considered. It was agreed that after the incorporation of a minor amendment suggested by the Chairman the clerk would submit the response with copies being sent to Nick Herbert MP, Pat Arculus and the District Councillors.  
10.
Laybrook Landfill
The proposed response to the application made by Cory Environmental was considered and it was agreed it would be submitted after the expansion of point 3.0 to highlight concerns over the potential risks to animals. It was also decided to hold the press release for the time being. The clerk reported on his conversation with Chris Bartlett/WSCC who had advised there may be a need for a further consultation dependent on the information still awaited from Cory. It will be necessary to register with WSCC Member Services should TPC wish to speak at the relevant County Planning meeting but this cannot be done until the meeting has been arranged. 
11.
Local Transport Plan
The paper was considered and it was agreed a response should be made. Cllrs Bearman, Prince and Walker to prepare a proposed response for consideration at the next meeting. 
12.
Icy Roads Contingency Planning
County Cllr Arculus and District Cllr Jenkins reported that they were to conduct a coordinated review into events and that local input and suggestions would be important. It was agreed that the clerk would write to them to formally express an interest in TPC being involved with any Working Group. It was also agreed that the clerk would send thank you letters to Sussex Mushrooms and the Binningtons for the work undertaken to alleviate the problems caused by the recent severe weather conditions. It was further agreed that Cllrs Brown and Prince would prepare a co-ordinated plan for consideration at the next meeting. Cllr Weight to provide clerk with a summary of the discussion which can be used in response to the comments received via the website.  
13.
Council Precepts
The proposed statement by the Chairman was considered and it was agreed it be submitted to LCR. 
14.
APM 
Cllr Dawes reported that Mrs Binnington had agreed to speak on farming and others were now to be contacted with the aim of establishing a farming forum. Actions will be necessary to ensure a better attendance. 
15.
2010 Newsletter


Publication dates were agreed as follows:

Distribution 

Input to clerk by 


w/c 19th April

7th April
   

    
w/c 7th June

26th May


w/c 13th September
1st September


w/c 6th December
24th November
16.
Mushroom Sites – JPAWG

The Chairman reported on the WG meeting held on 13th January and advised it was likely that a further meeting will be held with HDC in the near future. 
17.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution 
Cllr Weight reported that a further meeting would be held early in February. Spent compost at a high level due weather conditions but still being managed.
18.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Nothing to report.
19.
Greening Campaign

Cllr Dawes advised that contact would be made with Terena Plowright in order to determine how it should proceed.  
20.
Open Spaces Committee


Nothing to report, last meeting cancelled.
21.
Footpaths – General 
Darren Rolfe undertaking routine inspection this week. Cllr MacEachern reported a fingerpost lying on the ground at High Bar Lane.  
22.
Footpaths – FCR/HBL

County Cllr Arculus advised that if a further application was to be made new evidence would be needed but the CC were not hopeful. Christine Luff should be the first point of contact and it was agreed that the clerk, in liaison with the Chairman, would write seeking advice as to the process to be followed. 
23.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party
Meeting held 13th January. Public meeting called by Shipley PC for 21st January. Local MP’s presenting petition to CC on 29th January.  
24.
Minerals Liaison Group

Cllr MacEachern to contact Ian Lissamore regarding the next meeting. 
25.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th December were received.
26.
Reports from Councillors

26.1
District Cllr Arthur advised that the Laybrook application would be considered at the February meeting of the HDC Development Control (South) Committee; he has concerns regarding the application that have still not been answered.
26.2
Cllr MacEachern queried whether the various trees fallen during the recent severe weather could be cleared, clerk to follow up.

26.3
Cllr Walker reported that HGV’s were still taking the northern routing from Sussex Mushrooms, clerk to write expressing formal concern with request for urgent action. 
27. 
Liaison with TVA


AGM 21st January. Need to think through who wants to speak at CC meeting re Laybrook.

28.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.

28.1
Main drains blocked at Abingworth and south of Jackets Hill by stables, clerk to follow up.
28.2
Concern over light pollution at Sussex Mushrooms, Cllr Weight to follow up.
28.3
When clearing snow from driveways it would be helpful if not put on the pavement. 
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 15th February 2010 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.15 p.m.
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