Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 16th November 2009 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Mr S Kirby


Mr D MacEachern
Mr R Walker


Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council 
Mr Nick Wallis-Jones

HDC (minute 268 only)
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

266.
Apologies for absence










Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Dawes and Prince   
267.
Interests of Members

Cllr MacEachern declared a personal interest in agenda item 7(d) (minute 272.5) as an acquaintance of the contractor.
Cllr MacEachern declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 7(e) (minute 272.6) as a member of the Management Committee.

268.
Acorn Plus Scheme

Mr Nick Wallis-Jones gave a presentation on this new HDC recycling initiative, took questions and distributed explanatory papers to members. 
269.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 19th October 2009 were approved and signed.  

270.
Report on Action Items
270.1
(245.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: Nothing further to report. 
270.2
(245.2) Pavement front of shops: Nothing further to report.
270.3
(245.3) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Nothing further to report.
270.4
(245.6) Tidying area around village hall: Cllr Bearman met with Tim Bryant who is happy for tidying up to be done and may provide assistance.    
270.5
(245.7) Abingworth bus shelter: Cllr Bearman reported that the shelter will probably not be moved but hard-standing by bus stop would be desirable, land ownership being checked.
270.6
(245.8) Woodlands Way footpath: Darren Rolfe believes Highways taking responsibility and should be dealt with soon.
270.7
(245.9) First School LEA Governor Vacancy: Cllr Brown reported that this is progressing.
270.8
(253.1) Newsletter: Clerk hopes to distribute to deliverers this week as then absent on leave but not for delivery to residents until 1st week in December.
270.9
(263.1) Water Lane Farm: Response to HDC Planning sent to District Cllrs, agent now prepared to forego outbuilding.
270.10
(263.2) South Downs National Park: Newsletter linked to website.

270.11
(265.2) Minerals Liaison Group: WSCC contact provided.
271.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Council meeting 4th November. Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 17th November.  

Cory Environmental: Laybrook application update (previously circulated)
Cowdray Farm Shop: Invitation to Open Day 26th November.   

Sussex County Playing Fields Association: Annual Report, notice of AGM and request for donation.
272.
Finance
272.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st October 2009 was received. 

272.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: October Outdoor Maintenance


162.00

HDC: November dog bin emptying



    7.80

HDC: Playground inspections x 6



  82.80
Ms L McDowell: Greening Campaign expenses


  79.30

   
   

Ms K Dawes: Greening Campaign expenses


  60.00

John Bearman: War memorial cleaning materials

  14.99
Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage 





           1802.87
  








         £2209.76
272.3
Budget for the financial year 2010/2011
It was agreed that a budget of a total net expenditure of £35,989.00 be adopted for the financial year 01 April 2010 to 31 March 2011.

272.4
Precept for the financial year 2010/2011


It was agreed that the precept be set at £30,750.00 for the year ending 31 March 2011.

272.5
Outdoor Maintenance Contract

The paper from the clerk dated 12th November was reviewed and it was agreed that the quotation from Roger’s Gardening Services of £2620.00 for the 2010 outdoor maintenance contract be accepted.

272.6
The Purple Bus

Cllr MacEachern reported that the bus last visited in 2008 and will return in 2010, as will the snack wagon, each facility to make 6 visits, he then withdrew from the meeting while this item was considered.


The appeal was discussed and it was agreed to make a donation of £200.00
273. 
Heritage Project
The Open Days invitation was considered, Cllrs Brown and Walker aim to attend the 26th November session and Cllr Bearman may possibly also attend.
274.
Councillor Vacancy
Following the resignation of Ms L McDowell the clerk has displayed the requisite notice on the boards and also referred to the vacancy in the newsletter. Provided 10 electors do not claim a by-election within the statutory timeframe TPC fills the vacancy by co-option. The Chairman asked all members to encourage applications. 
275.
Housing Needs Survey

The proposed covering letter was considered and ratified.
276.
FCR/HBL footpath
The Order Decision not to confirm the map modification by adding a public footpath was considered and at the invitation of the Chairman Barbara Weir gave the views of concerned residents. After discussion it was agreed that the clerk would contact WSCC as a matter of urgency advising that TPC does not agree with the decision, several inaccuracies have been identified, ask for their reaction to the decision and possibly organise a meeting with them if appropriate in order to go through the details. Clerk to also lodge complaint with Planning Inspectorate that the minutes of 15 April 2002 did not contain the quoted Parish Council’s view.   
277.
HGV travel direction to/from Sussex Mushrooms
Cllr Walker reported that an earlier agreement that travel south is the preferred route to minimise traffic disruption no longer appears to be observed as several trucks are now going north. Cllr MacEachern commented that he believed the agreement was with Heveco Mushrooms but advised that a notice was to be displayed tomorrow stating no left turn. Cllr Weight to also mention in passing to Herbie Sullivan at 1st December meeting. 
278.
Mushroom Sites - JPAWG 
The Chairman reported on the meeting held on 10th November, further meeting to be arranged which is targeted for December following which consideration can be given as to whether a public consultation would be appropriate.   

279.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution 
Cllr Weight advised that monitoring continues and circulated copies of the latest spent compost data sheet. Next meeting 1st December.
280.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Hopefully further meeting will be held before Christmas.
281.
Greening Campaign

The clerk reported that Cllr Dawes had advised she was waiting to hear from the Storrington & Sullington Community Partnership as to whether some form of co-operation would be possible, prizes were presented last Friday for the poster competition and it is hoped that photo’s will be in the local press.  
282.
Open Spaces Committee

The clerk reported on the 9th November meeting and advised that the skateboarding proposal had been put on hold, a quotation of £100.00 for refurbishment of 2 notice boards had been accepted, there had been a further case of vandalism at the HBL playground which has been reported to the PCSO and Darren Rolfe will check the bottom step into the Glebe Field on his next visit. 
283.
Footpaths

WSCC works to path opposite Abingworth Hall completed.  
284.
Laybrook Landfill

New application submitted, awaiting validation, consultation period will be 8 weeks. Next Working Party meeting 3rd December, it was agreed that Cllr Weight would serve as the 2nd Cllr on the WP.  
285.
Minerals Liaison Group

Cllr MacEachern to contact Ian Lissamore regarding the next meeting. 
286.
Reports from Councillors

286.1
District Cllr Jenkins reported that there had been some 2400 responses to the Core Strategy Review, there had been some confusion over the SHLAA as people thought this was also a consultation document, Preferred Options is the next stage, probably in the spring. 
286.2
Cllr MacEachern reported an accident at the Danhill crossroads yesterday and a spate of children lighting fires which he will report to the PCSO.
287. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues.

288.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.

288.1
The works at the new footpath opposite Abingworth Hall are very good but the new steps are steep and slippery; clerk to ask Cllr Prince to inspect.
288.2
The footpath over the back of the hall has been churned up by tractors again; clerk to ask Cllr Prince to inspect.
289.
Chairman’s Announcements
289.1
Remembrance service very well attended.

289.2 Chairman attending WSCC Working Together workshop tomorrow.

289.3 The next Council meeting is the last before Christmas. Cllrs Bearman and MacEachern requested to organise refreshments.

290.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda
290.1
The Chairman received a call from Rachel Webster regarding damage at Warminghurst Church. TPC has no liability or involvement but clerk to see if Barry Laker can suggest a suitable contact and then revert to Ms Webster.

290.2
Cllr Weight reported that the website has not been updated recently due to a computer problem which should be fixed tomorrow. 
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 21st December 2009 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.20 p.m.
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