Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 19th October 2009 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Ms K Dawes


Mr S Kirby



Ms L McDowell


Mr N Prince



Mr R Walker


Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council 
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

242.
Apologies for absence










Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr MacEachern.   
243.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.
244.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 21st September 2009 were approved and signed.  

245.
Report on Action Items
245.1
(221.2) Extra “20” signage in The Street: Nothing further to report. 
245.2
(221.3) Pavement front of shops: Currently in progress but Cllr Bearman received conflicting responses from Highways.
245.3
(221.4) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Nothing further to report.
245.4
(221.7) School Safety Zone: Original reply circulated 23rd September, additional response circulated 28th September.
245.5 
(221.8) Skateboarding: Ali Balchin to present detailed proposals at 9th November meeting of Open Spaces Committee.
245.6
(221.9) Tidying area around village hall: Cllr Bearman meeting with Tim Bryant 21st October.   
245.7
(221.10) Abingworth bus shelter: Cllr Bearman meeting with Tim Bryant 21st October.
245.8
(221.12) Woodlands Way footpath: Cllr Prince inspected and secured fence but everything since removed. Raised again with Darren Rolfe during site visit; still awaiting inter-departmental resolution.
245.9
(225) First School LEA Governor Vacancy: Cllr Brown has made contact with the Chair of Governors.
245.10
(233) Footpaths: Result of Cllrs Prince & Brown site visit with Darren Rolfe to path opposite Abingworth Hall reported 28th September, works in hand, bottom step from The Street not yet done.
245.11
(239.2) Damaged fence at toddlers playground: reported to HDC/PCSO 24th September.
246.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 20th October. Summons to Standards Committee meeting 21st October. Invitation to Strategic Planning Advisory Group meeting 29th September. 

Horsham District Community Partnership: All our Futures Sustainable Community Strategy, passed to Cllr Dawes.
WSCC: Withdrawal of Laybrook application. Temporary Closure Notice FP 2475 and 2463/1 (previously circulated). Extension of Temporary Closure FP 2463/1.   

SALC: Annual Report & Accounts and notice of AGM 6th November, passed to Cllr Bearman.

AirS: AGM and Joint Annual Conference 6th November, passed to Cllr Bearman. 

A J McFadyen: Re comments via website (previously circulated)
4SIGHT: Request for donation
247.
Finance
247.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 30th September 2009 was received. 

247.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: September Outdoor Maintenance


272.00

Action in rural Sussex: Annual subscription


  40.00

Thakeham Village Action: Contribution re landfill/
highways expert (s137 donation) ***



200.00

   
   

Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  65.34
Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage 





           1677.93
  








         £2255.27
*** Regarding this payment, it was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur this expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

247.3
Budget and Precept for the financial year 2010/2011
It was agreed that a Working Party comprising Cllrs Berry, Bunyan and Kirby, supported by the clerk, would meet and present recommendations to the next Council meeting. 
248. 
Clerk’s remuneration

In accordance with the contract of employment, it was agreed that the clerk’s salary would be increased to reflect the new rate of pay agreed by the NJC for Scale LC2, SCP 30, with effect from 1st April 2009.

249.
WSCC Working Together
The Chairman advised he would attend the workshop on 17th November and his completed questionnaire was noted. 
250.
Housing Needs Survey
Cllr Weight presented the briefing note on the evolution of the parish plan prepared by the PPIAC. As regards the Housing Needs Survey, after discussion it was agreed that a survey should be undertaken now, restricted at this stage to residents only. Clerk to liaise with AirS, covering letter from Chairman to be ratified at next TPC meeting. 
251.
School Travel Survey
The additional papers were considered and the information provided was noted. The possible appointment of Cllr Brown as a school governor would improve future communication.
252.
Core Strategy Review

The Chairman expressed thanks to Cllr Dawes for the work undertaken. The response was ratified as submitted.

253.
Newsletter

253.1
It was agreed that the original timetable would be adhered to with distribution in the first week in December and that the newsletter would again be a 2 page issue produced by A Local Printer.
253.2
Input for the next issue was agreed and is to be submitted to the clerk by 11th November.
254.
Mushroom Sites - JPAWG 
The Chairman reported that he has heard from Paul Rowley and a meeting has been fixed for 10th November, subject to confirmation from other attendees. 

255.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution 
Cllr Weight referred to the notes of the 4th meeting that had been circulated and reported that the combustor had been inspected and was impressive, there will be emission tests this week and levels of spent compost will need to be monitored. Next meeting 1st December.
256.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Schedules now updated.
257.
Greening Campaign

Cllr Dawes gave a briefing on the public meeting held on 23rd September and thanked those Cllrs who attended. Next stage is to arrange a meeting with the Storrington & Sullington Community Partnership to explore possibilities for some form of co-operation. 
258.
Open Spaces Committee

Cllr Prince reported that the agreed works are now being undertaken by Faros. There are now doubts over the condition of the tree supplied by John Hedges and this will be monitored. Cllr Walker queried the placement of the tree in the Glebe field and Cllr Prince advised this had been inspected and previously reported; it was not seen to be a problem.
259.
Footpaths

WSCC works underway as reported earlier. Awaiting decision on Public Inquiry.  
260.
Laybrook Landfill

Awaiting re-submission. The Chairman reported on the 23rd September CLC meeting which felt strongly that there should be an 8 week consultation period but WSCC say 28 days should be adequate. Next Working Party meeting 28th October.  
261.
Minerals Liaison Group

No report in absence of Cllr MacEachern. 
262.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th September were received.

263.
Reports from Councillors

263.1
District Cllr Arthur reported that concerns regarding Laybrook have still to be answered, HDC are to continue with weekly waste collections, the land east of The Cabin appeal was dismissed and he has concerns over the SHLAA process and is pushing for criteria to be issued. Cllr Dawes urged support for TPC’s strong objection to the Water Lane Farm application being considered at tomorrow’s Development Committee meeting, clerk to forward copy of response tomorrow morning.
263.2
Cllr Bearman reported on the annual HALC/HDC meeting, website link to South Downs National Park newsletter to be arranged, bus timetable being revised, initial meeting held on Village Day with further meeting scheduled in November but need more volunteers. 
264. 
Liaison with TVA


Responded to Core Strategy, attending stakeholder meeting re waste issues, odour monitoring started this month, objecting to Little Thakeham Farmhouse, fundraising event 19th December, Thakeham Oak out 1st week in November.

265.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.

265.1
The effective date under agenda item 7 (minute 248) was confirmed as 1st April 2009.

265.2
Clerk to provide WSCC contact re Minerals Liaison Group to enable meeting to be requested.

265.3
TPC attendance urged at 21st October waste stakeholder meeting, Cllr Dawes may go.

265.4
Next Village Day meeting will be held on 18th November.  

Date of next meeting:
Monday, 16th November 2009 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.05 p.m.
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