Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 21st September 2009 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Mr S Kirby


Ms L McDowell

Mr D MacEachern

Mr N Prince



Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council 
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

218.
Apologies for absence










Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Dawes and Walker.   
219.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.
220.
Minutes of the last meetings
Minutes of the last ordinary meeting of the Parish Council held on 17th August 2009 were approved and signed. Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 7th September 2009 were also approved and signed. 

221.
Report on Action Items
221.1
(192.4) Travel Survey: Travel plan received, will be circulated for next meeting.
221.2
(192.5) Extra “20” signage in The Street: Nothing further to report. 
221.3
(192.6) Pavement front of shops: Cllr Bearman has sent photographs to Highways requesting further consideration of ownership.
221.4
(192.9) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Letter sent to relevant properties 11th August, item to be kept on list.
221.5
(195) Wheel clamping: Letter sent to Nick Herbert MP 24th August.

221.6
(196) CUSID: Response sent 24th August.

221.7
(197) School Safety Zone: Response sent 24th August, replied same day but not yet circulated as WSCC were to send further proposals for this meeting, these have not yet been received so the reply will now be circulated.

221.8 
(199) Skateboarding: Response sent 24th August. Open Spaces Committee reviewed 

14th September, clerk to check HDC mobile facility, subject to that Ali Balchin to be invited to next OS meeting to present detailed proposals. The Chairman passed a newspaper cutting to the clerk regarding a new skate park facility in Small Dole which could be followed up with Upper Beeding PC.

221.9
(200) Tidying area around village hall: Cllr MacEachern advised response awaited from Sussex Mushrooms.   
221.10
(201) Abingworth bus shelter: Cllr Bearman reported that there may be a problem with re-positioning due to the sight lines, will be followed up with Beamsync/Sussex Mushrooms. There is room for a hard-standing at the bus stop.
221.11
(202) Newsletter: All distributed, clerk posted 38 out of approximately 700.

221.12
(207) Woodlands Way footpath: Chased WSCC 3 times, they accept responsibility but there appears to be an inter-departmental issue. Cllr Prince to inspect for possible warning/tape.
221.13
(212.2) FCR Footpath Inquiry: Dist Cllr Jenkins contacted 19th August, he hoped to attend.
222.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Council meeting 16th September. Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 15th September. Approval of temporary road closure 

12th September. 

Environment Agency: Invitation to Sussex Flood Safety Week Exhibitions (previously circulated).
Horsham & District Citizens Advice Bureau: Annual report
Army Presentation Team: Invitation to reception 21st October, previously passed to Cllr Brown.  

Cory Environmental: Update on progress of Laybrook application (as at 24th August).

Southwater Parish Council: Copy of letter of objection to WSCC re Laybrook application.

Local Works: Request for donation.
223.
Finance
223.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st August 2009 was received. 

223.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: August Outdoor Maintenance


272.00

Faros: Works to bus shelters***




340.00

HDC: September/October dog bin emptying

   
  15.60 

Mazars: Annual audit fee




327.75

CPRE: Annual subscription




  29.00

A Local Printer Ltd: Newsletter




177.00

Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  65.43

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage and reimbursement of office BT payment
           1805.06
  








         £3031.84
*** Works approved 19th January. Not budgeted this year so will be added to forecast next month. 
223.3
The quotations for works at the HBL playground were considered and it was agreed works by Faros at a cost of £390.00 and 4 cubic metre bags of cushionfall from Playground Facilities at a cost of £156.00 plus delivery and VAT both be accepted. It was also noted that the clerk had instructed Faros to repair the cable rider steps at a cost of £45.00 as they were a safety risk.

223.4
The request for a contribution re the landfill/highways expert was considered and it was agreed that a donation be made in the amount of £200.00 which will be allocated as s137 expenditure.
224.
TVA
The proposal that “Liaison with TVA” should be deleted from all future agendas was considered and after discussion it was agreed this item will not be deleted. 
225.
First School LEA Governor Vacancy
Cllr Brown expressed an interest in the vacancy, clerk to get contact details of Chair of Governors. 
226.
HDC Budget Review
The e-mail from HDC was considered and it was agreed no response is necessary.
227.
Housing Needs Survey
Having the survey undertaken was considered and after discussion it was agreed that the Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee would consider whether it should be linked with any other aspects of the parish plan and report back to the next meeting when it will be decided whether to progress the Housing Needs Survey in isolation from any other initiatives. 
228.
Mushroom Sites - JPAWG 
No further meetings have taken place but the Chairman advised that following the attendance of Cllrs Brown and Dawes at the recent Core Strategy Review Seminar concern had been expressed at the inclusion of Abingworth/Mushroom Sites and he had therefore contacted HDC who advised that the identification of these sites should not set any alarm bells ringing. 

Dist Cllr Jenkins did however observe that he felt there is a difference between the Core Strategy and SHLAA documents and there is a need to keep an eye on it. 

229.
Mushroom Sites – Odour Pollution 

Cllr Weight reported on the current status.
230.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Meeting to be arranged.
231.
Greening Campaign

Public meeting 23rd September. Launch not envisaged till next Spring if decided to proceed. 
232.
Open Spaces Committee

Tree supplied by John Hedges did not survive. Playground sign delivered and restraining fence to be installed to overcome self-closing gate problem.
233.
Footpaths - General
WSCC planning works to path opposite Abingworth Hall, steps up from The Street and area to south end in Strawberry Lane. As regards the former Cllr Kirby reported conflicting concerns received from Richard Cattermole and John Welland, in view of this clerk to contact Darren Rolfe to arrange site meeting for Cllr Prince to see detailed plans and report back.

Request received for disabled access to Woodlands Way.  
234.
Footpaths – FCR/HBL Public Inquiry

Inquiry took 1½ days, now awaiting Inspector’s recommendation, probably take several weeks. The Chairman expressed concern that WSCC did not field a very strong team and said well done to all involved. Barbara Weir thanked the District and Parish Council for their support on the day.
235.
Laybrook Landfill

Cory application withdrawn, re-submission expected but timing not yet known. Next Working Party meeting 30th September, Cllr MacEachern plans to attend.
236.
Minerals Liaison Group

Cllr MacEachern advised a meeting is to be held at Laybrook this week; hoping to get excavation plans. 
237.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 6th July were received.

238.
Open Spaces Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 14th July were received.

239.
Reports from Councillors

239.1
District Cllr Jenkins reported on the Core Strategy Review and requested he be kept apprised regarding Laybrook responses.
239.2
Cllr MacEachern reported that a fence at the toddlers playground was severely damaged last night; clerk to tell HDC/PCSO.
240. 
Liaison with TVA


Thanks were expressed for the decision shown under minute 224. Responses being prepared on Core Strategy and associated documents. Still following up enforcement issues at Sussex Mushrooms. Hope to go live on odour monitoring from 1st October and plan to report monthly in arrears thereafter. 

241.
Chairman’s Announcements

CLC meeting 23rd September.
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 19th October 2009 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.00 p.m.
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