Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 17th August 2009 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Mr S Kirby


Mr D MacEachern


Mr N Prince


Mr R Walker



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council 
Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

189.
Apologies for absence











Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Dawes, McDowell and Weight.   
190.
Interests of Members

The clerk advised that he had received guidance from HDC regarding the declaration of interests in the Mushroom Sites agenda item, provided it is only a briefing for information only without discussion it should not be necessary to declare an interest but should a discussion ensue interests should be declared at that time.

Cllr MacEachern declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 (minute 197) as a governor of Rydon school.
Cllr Berry declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 (minute 197) as an affected resident.

191.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 20th July 2009 were approved and signed. 

192.
Report on Action Items
192.1
(175.1/2006) Thakeham Tiles/TPO: Cllr Prince reported that he had inspected the site with Mr Davidge and everything is now fine, no problems.
192.2
(146) Fly-tipping at Abingworth: Cllr MacEachern reported that there is none at present.
192.3
(165.2) Housing Needs Survey: Circulated to members 4th August, to be included on future agenda.
192.4
(166.1) Travel Survey: Chased for travel plan 22nd July, response unlikely during school holiday period.
192.5
(166.2) Extra “20” signage in The Street: Nothing further to report. 
192.6
(166.3) Pavement front of shops: Cllr Bearman advised that it may be a Highways issue in view of the siting of a street light, roundabout sign and telephone pole, he will follow up with WSCC.
192.7
(166.4) Snack wagon: Visiting Thursdays, 17th September to 22nd October. 
192.8
(169) First School Governor: Awaiting response, defer to next meeting.
192.9
(170) Fly-tipping at Jackets Hill: Letter sent to relevant properties 11th August, item to be kept on list.
192.10
(171) Old Mill Drive Diamond: Response submitted 23rd July. 

192.11
(174.1) Newsletter: Goldsmith arrangement cancelled 22nd July. Working Group agreed 2 page format, 3 quotes received, using A Local Printer Ltd at cost of £177.00.
192.12
(180.2) Laybrook Landfill: Public meeting 20th August, notices displayed, speakers confirmed from WSCC, Cory and TVA, Nick Herbert MP to attend.

192.13
(180.3) Laybrook Landfill: Current year forecast distributed but request for financial contribution deferred to next meeting as consideration not appropriate until TPC decided response to application. 
192.14
(186.1) FCR Footpath Inquiry: Cllr MacEachern submission sent with other witness statements. Clerk spoke with Planning Inspectorate, TPC not a notified party at that time so agreed further copy of above submission would be sent on TPC headed paper.

192.15
(188.1) Swine flu: Cllr Weight arranged website link.
193.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 18th August. Core Strategy Review Seminar, previously forwarded to Planning Committee. Formal adoption of West of Bewbush Joint Area Action Plan DPD. The Legislative Reform (Minor Variations to Premises Licenses and Club Premises Certificate) Order 2009, passed to Cllr Bearman. 

WSCC: Launch of Hate Incident Support Service. West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service Action Plan 2010/2011 – previously circulated.
The Planning Inspectorate: Copies of statements of case re FCR footpath inquiry.
Environment Agency: Clarification of role in laybrook landfill application, distributed to those living within 2km of the site – copies passed to Cllrs Berry, Bearman, Kirby and MacEachern.
Action in rural Sussex: Airs AGM and Annual Conference, 6th November, passed to Cllr Bearman.
Saturday Venture Association/Disability Awareness UK: Request for donation.  

194.
Finance
194.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st July 2009 was received and the clerk described the new approach that has been adopted for the current year forecast. 

194.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: July Outdoor Maintenance



272.00

HDC: August dog bin emptying

   

   
    7.80 

CJC Consulting: village hall gas inspection


  63.25

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage.





           1668.35
  








         £2011.40
195.
Wheel clamping
The letter from Billingshurst Parish Council was considered and it was agreed the clerk would write to Nick Herbert MP in support of their proposal. 
196.
CUSID
The letter from Chanctonbury CLC was considered, concern was expressed that only 6 parish councils indicated an initial interest in the scheme. It was agreed that TPC was no longer interested at the projected cost levels but if the cost can be reduced or the subsidy increased it will then be further considered, clerk to revert on that basis. 
197.
School Safety Zone
197.1
The Chairman expressed concern over the wig-wag lights at all approaches plus the fact that should the power line from LC41 go along the footpath it could have a detrimental impact on the oak tree at Little Oak which is subject to a TPO and also various plants along the way. He then withdrew from the meeting while this item was considered and Cllr Kirby took the chair. 
197.2
The proposal was discussed and it was agreed that although having no argument with the good intentions of wishing to improve traffic conditions and child safety TPC would not support the proposal as it was felt the scheme is disproportionate to the need in this location and the proposed measures are not suitable or appropriate for a rural area. Concern was also expressed at the intention of using a similar design for every school as a “one size fits all” policy is inappropriate and suitable measures would vary between town and rural locations. The councils objection to this proposal would certainly therefore be repeated should a similar zone be proposed for the First School.
198.
Temporary Road Closure
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest as a TVA member.
It was agreed that there was no objection to the proposal for a temporary closure of part of the B2133 on 12th September.
199.
Skateboarding
The request for a halfpipe in the HBL playground was considered and it was agreed that the Open Spaces Committee would review it in more detail. Clerk to reply on this basis and also to explain reasons why it was not progressed when previously considered.
200.
Tidying area around village hall
The hedge along the car park is to be cut back after the bird nesting season. It is further proposed that the woodland be cleared so the hall can be seen from the road and the trees perhaps crown lifted, and also the possibility of demolishing the pavilion should be considered as it is now unstable and a safety risk. It was agreed that TPC would have no objection to these proposals and Cllr MacEachern will follow it up with Sussex Mushrooms.
201.
Travel Survey

Cllr Walker felt it was a good report with a few minor local errors and although the proposed actions should be supported they were mostly outside of TPC’s responsibilities as WSCC had previously advised it was the school that should put the actions in train. The chairman suggested the governor vacancy would provide an ideal opportunity to improve liaison and also when considering any actions there is a need to be mindful of any proposals for the mushroom sites. It was agreed that Cllr Bearman would consider the specific recommendation regarding the Abingworth bus shelter in conjunction with the Open Spaces Committee.

202.
Newsletter


The allocation of responsibilities for distribution of the newsletter was agreed. 
203.
Mushroom Sites


Nothing further to report.
204.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Meeting to be arranged.
205.
Greening Campaign

Public meeting 23rd September. Item to be included in newsletter. 
206.
Open Spaces Committee


Faros to provide quote for works identified in RoSPA report.
207.
Footpaths

Clerk to chase Darren Rolfe re rotting posts along Woodlands Way. FCR inquiry 

15th September, the chairman urged Cllrs to attend.
208.
Laybrook Landfill

Some Cllrs attended the Shipley meeting. The 13th August meeting with the TVA panel of experts was attended by 7 Cllrs and several other PC’s. TPC to make their decision on the application on 7th September, the 20th August public meeting will also assist in arriving at that decision.
209.
Minerals Liaison Group


Nothing to report. 
210.
Reports from Councillors

210.1
District Cllr Arthur advised that the Acorn Plus scheme has started. A builder has been prosecuted for fly-tipping but with cost ramifications for HDC. Number of issues to be raised re Laybrook which are being followed up.
210.2
Cllr Bearman reported on village hall issues.  
210.3
Cllr MacEachern queried whether odour pollution from areas other than the mushroom sites should also be considered. The chairman replied that TPC acts on concerns expressed by parishioners and none have been raised regarding any other areas.
211. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues. 

212.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.
212.1
Minute 185.2 regarding TVA membership numbers was referred to and it was queried whether there was any response from TPC. The chairman replied that there was no plan to take it further at this stage although it could be a problem later if and when TVA wish to make a view and the council is unable to determine how much weight should be given to it without knowing the extent of their representation. TPC is mandated to represent the parish as a whole, including businesses. Cllr Bearman agreed with a suggestion from the public that “Liaison with TVA” should no longer be an agenda item and requested that this proposal be included on the next agenda.
212.2
It was queried whether District Cllr Jenkins would be attending the footpath inquiry on 
15th September in view of his previous involvement; clerk to contact DJ.

213.
Chairman’s Announcements
213.1
Small part of Thakeham in phase 2 of Acorn Plus, majority in phase 3 which is being implemented in January. Representatives of the scheme will attend the November TPC meeting.

213.2
Cllrs Brown and Dawes attending 3rd September Core Strategy Review seminar.

213.3
Details of concert at Knepp Castle have been circulated.
213.4
Newsletter mentions FCR footpath inquiry.

213.5
Extensive theft at Paul Goldring premises in Peacocks Lane, police aware.

Date of next meeting:
Monday, 21st September 2009 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  9.30 p.m.
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