Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 20th July 2009 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Ms K Dawes


Mr D MacEachern


Mr N Prince


Mr R Walker



Mr J Weight



In attendance
 
Cllr Pat Arculus


County Council (from minute 166)
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council 
Mr T Warder


Action in rural Sussex (minute 165 only)

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the press and public

162.
Apologies for absence











Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Brown, Bunyan and McDowell. Cllr Kirby was also absent.   
163.
Interests of Members

Cllr MacEachern declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 (minute 172) as a resident of Furze Common Road

Cllr MacEachern declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 14(a) (minute 175) as an employee of Sussex Mushrooms.
Cllr Walker declared a personal interest in agenda item 14(a) (minute 175) as a TVA member.
164.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th June 2009 were approved and signed. 

165.
Local Needs Affordable Housing
165.1
Mr Tom Warder explained the history and background and went through the process that would be followed in both identifying whether there is a need for affordable housing and if so the steps that would then be taken. 
165.2
Following questions it was agreed that Mr Warder would email a copy of the Parish Housing Needs Survey to the clerk for circulation to members and the subject will be included on a future agenda.  
166.
Report on Action Items
166.1
(138.2) Travel Survey: Travel plan should be available now, clerk to chase.
166.2
(139.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: County Cllr Arculus has approached the new Highways Manager who appears amenable to the request. 
166.3
(139.2) Pavement front of shops: County Cllr Arculus advised that initial indications are that it is not a Highways issue but she will double-check.
166.4
(139.3) Snack wagon questionnaire: Clerk now received response from Cllr MacEachern. 
166.5
(144) Distribution of funds to Quality Councils: Alan Grant advised 17th June. HALC agreed equal division is fairest option and will advise WSALC.
166.6
(145) Road markings in The Street: Highways contacted 17th June, they will renew edge markings on corner and ask contractor to place white line on opposite side around the corner.

166.7
(147) Loose Chippings: acknowledgement sent to Jerry O’Neill 17th June. 

166.8
(157.4) Verge at Danhill crossroads: Highways contacted 17th June, they will inspect and raise a job, either extend kerb or black and white posts.

166.9
(160) Recycling: Message included on website under “Latest News” plus link to HDC. 
167.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Council meeting 22nd July. Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 21st July. Summons to Standards Committee meeting 15th July. Invitation to Strategic Planning Advisory Group meeting 13th July. Reminder of provisions of Licensing Act 2003 (previously circulated). Statement of Licensing Policy in respect of Gambling Act 2005, consultation document. 

WSCC: Laybrook Consultation Note (previously circulated). Laybrook Planning Application, passed to Cllr Dawes. CUSID – additional cost information, to be included on next agenda.
South East England Partnership Board: New policy recommendations for the provision for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.
Cory Environmental: Notification of Laybrook application validation and copy of the non technical summary.

Sussex Crimestoppers: Request for donation (previously circulated).
Mr & Mrs Marfany: E-mail re parking in The Street.  

168.
Finance
168.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 30th June 2009 was received. 

168.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: June Outdoor Maintenance


290.00

Playsafety Ltd: annual RoSPA inspection ¹ 


  96.60

HDC: July dog bin emptying

   

   
    7.80 

HDC: 5th instalment office rates




  51.00
Thakeham First School: Contribution to cost of Travel Survey ²
250.00

Chanctonbury Media Ltd: Annual report



328.90

Staples Business Account: Office supplies


  40.21

Kall Kwik Centre 1108: Letterheads



138.00

LexisNexis: Local Council Administration, 8th edition

  59.05

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage.





           1673.65
  








         £2935.21

¹ Payment to be withheld pending clarification of the “Fittings above 2.5m” exclusion.

 (clerk’s note: Subsequent research showed this to be a standard clause included in previous        

  reports. It was therefore agreed with Cllrs Berry & Prince that the payment would be

  released and the Open Spaces Committee will consider whether any further action is

  appropriate.) 
² Regarding this payment, it was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers

  under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur this expenditure

  which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will 

  benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

169.
First School LEA Governor Vacancy
It was agreed the clerk would request information from Dave Evans as to what the role entails as regards time commitment, number of meetings, etc, and the item will then be further considered at the next meeting. 
170.
Fly-tipping
170.1
The draft standard letter was approved. It was agreed Cllrs MacEachern & Prince would advise the clerk of the properties relevant to the Jackets Hill problem to enable the letter to be sent, after deleting “and some fire ash”.
170.2
Cllr Walker stated that Crays Lane is constantly used as a tip; The Chairman advised this can be reported online.
171.
Old Mill Drive Diamond
A draft response prepared by Cllr Dawes was circulated and considered. It was agreed that the clerk would submit as the TPC response subject to 2 agreed modifications.
172.
Furze Common Road
Gillian Metheringham of the FCR Steering Group, whose paper was previously circulated to Cllrs, was invited to speak. Although initially sympathetic Beamsync have not reverted and as things stand it would not be possible for the residents to meet the cost of bringing the road up to the required standard. A residents meeting has been arranged in September and any help TPC could provide in encouraging a response from Beamsync would be appreciated. The Chairman wished good luck to the Group and requested that TPC be kept informed through Cllr MacEachern.
173.
Travel Survey

Carried forward to the next meeting.
174.
Newsletter
174.1
The previously circulated paper was considered. It was agreed that the current arrangement with Chanctonbury Media would be cancelled with immediate effect, quotes from alternative sources would be sought and subject to those quotes the Working Group would decide on either a 2 or 4 page format, without advertisements, and arrange for printing of the next issue up to a maximum cost of £532.00 plus VAT with TPC to then arrange distribution. 

174.2
Input for the next issue was agreed and is to be submitted to the clerk by 12th August. 
175.
Mushroom Sites

Cllr MacEachern withdrew from the meeting for this item.

175.1
JPAWG: The Chairman reported that he had contacted HDC. They have heard nothing from Beamsync although they have had a conversation with the architect who said the surveys are going ahead but did not know the timing. 
175.2
Odour Pollution: Cllr Weight referred to the notes of the 3rd meeting of the Working Group and advised that the next critical stage is to see if the incinerators are effective. Further discussions have also taken place regarding the wind modelling maps.
176.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee


Meeting to be arranged.
177.
Greening Campaign

Residents meeting 23rd September. Cllr Dawes reported that the majority of the database has been completed by Cllr McDowell and work for the poster campaign has been initiated in the First School. 
178.
Open Spaces Committee


Cllr Prince reported on the meeting held on 14th July.
179.
Footpaths


Those recently reported for overgrown vegetation have now been cleared.
180.
Laybrook Landfill

180.1
Working Party: Application validated and out for consultation; clerk to request one week extension for response. TVA arranging session with evidence team for affected parishes. TVA sending leaflet to all households over next few days and public meeting arranged in Shipley for 22nd July.
180.2
Public meeting: Agreed to be arranged for 20th August at 7.30 p.m. in the village hall. Clerk to prepare agenda and issue invitations.

180.3
Request for financial contribution: The request from Doug Edwards was considered. The clerk advised that TPC has no specific power to make a contribution but it would be allowable under s137 provided the benefit accruing is commensurate with the expenditure incurred. Cllr Walker suggested a substantial contribution should be considered but in view of the budget constraints it was agreed that the clerk would update the current year forecast to enable the Budget Working Party to make a recommendation to the next meeting.
181.
Minerals Liaison Group


Nothing to report. 
182.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 1st June were received.
183.
Open Spaces Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Open Spaces Committee meeting held on 12th May were received.
184.
Reports from Councillors

184.1
District Cllr Jenkins suggested it would be appropriate for the clerk to get a copy of the West Chiltington housing needs survey as it has substantially changed. The housing development consultation is underway.
184.2
Cllr Bearman reported on the HALC meeting held on 9th July and advised that the Village Day had raised just over £3500.00 of which £1500.00 would go to the First School and £1500.00 to the Village Hall.  
184.3
Cllr Berry reported on the CLC meeting held on 15th July.
185. 
Liaison with TVA

185.1
The meeting was updated on current TVA issues. 

185.2
With reference to minute 158.3, TVA advised they were not willing to divulge membership numbers. Cllr Weight suggested that TPC should record its disappointment. 

186.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.
186.1
The FCR Footpath Inquiry is confirmed for 15th September starting at 10.00 a.m. in the Ashington Community Centre. Clerk to check TPC submission status with Cllr MacEachern. 
187.
Chairman’s Announcements

Thakeham Festival 24th – 26th July, Cllrs asked to help re car parking.

188.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

188.1
Case of swine flu reported at Sussex Mushrooms. Cllr Weight to arrange link to government website. 
188.2
Cllr MacEachern reported a dangerous dog incident; reported to police and dog since muzzled.
188.3
Cllr MacEachern received letter from local youths re skateboarding; to be included on next agenda.
188.4
Cllr MacEachern queried whether the area around the village hall could be tidied up; to be included on next agenda. 

188.5
Gardeners Club Flower Show in village hall 25th July.
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 17th August 2009 at 7.30 p.m.  
Meeting closed:  10.15 p.m.
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