Minutes of Thakeham Parish Council Meeting – Monday, 20th April 2009 

Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present:

Mr D Berry


Mr J Bearman

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Ms K Dawes


Ms L McDowell



Mr D MacEachern

Mr N Prince



Mr R Walker



In attendance
 
Cllr Roger Arthur

District Council 
Cllr David Jenkins

District Council

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council




Members of the public

78.
Apologies for absence









Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Kirby and Weight.     
79.
Interests of Members

The following declared an interest in agenda item 13(a) (minute 90):
Cllr McDowell – prejudicial interest as resident in property adjoining Abingworth site.

Cllr MacEachern – prejudicial interest as husband of Sussex Mushrooms employee.

Cllr Prince – prejudicial interest as an employee of Sussex Mushrooms.

Cllr Walker – personal interest as TVA member.

80.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting of the Parish Council held on 16th March 2009 were approved and signed. 

81.
Report on Action Items
81.1
(56) RASP data sheets: Being progressed by Cllr Bearman.
81.2
(57.1) Extra “20” signage in The Street: Awaiting response from County Cllr Arculus. All outstanding Highways issues passed to our new contact, Tim Boxall. 
81.3
(57.2) Pavement front of shops: Awaiting response from County Cllr Arculus.
81.4
(57.4) Millennium signs: Proofs not forthcoming, back to Open Spaces Committee.
81.5
(57.6) Verge by Danhill crossroads: Awaiting response from Highways.
81.6
(57.12) Clean-up day: Police no longer provide “slow” signs, WSCC/HDC to consider whether anything can be done for future.
81.7
(60) Affordable housing: Tom Warder to attend July meeting.
81.8
(61) Erosion of banks: Site meeting held 8th April, notes circulated.
82.
Correspondence

HDC: Summons to Council meeting 22nd April. Summons to Development Control (South) Committee meeting 21st April, passed to Cllr Dawes who is attending. Summons to Standards Committee meeting 1st April. Report on Scrutiny and Overview Committee. Business Continuity Advice DVD & leaflet/Emergency Situations Advice and Guidance. Snack Wagon request form/ pre-qualification questionnaire, passed to Cllr MacEachern for completion and return to clerk.  

Countryside Access Forum for West Sussex: Invitation to workshop 8th April, previously passed to Cllr Prince.  
83.
Finance
83.1
Financial Performance
A report on the current financial year to 31st March 2009 was received. Not yet the final result as awaiting notification of interest on playground account.
83.2
Payments

A report on the current bank balances was tabled and the following were approved for payment:


Roger Smith: March Outdoor Maintenance/HBL tree

125.00

HDC: April dog bin emptying

   

   
    7.80 

HDC: 2nd instalment office rates




  51.00
Sussex Associations of Local Councils: Annual NALC/SALC

subscription + Local Council Review



449.68
Horsham Association of Local Councils: Annual subscription
  15.00
The Friends of Storrington & District Museum: s137 Grant ***
250.00

RSPB: Donation in lieu of APM speakers fee


  50.00

Normandy Glass Ltd: Replacement hall windows


242.08

Gross salaries including PAYE / NI, Clerk’s OP expenses


and mileage.





           1712.19
  








         £2902.75
*** Regarding this payment, it was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under sections 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur this expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

83.3
It was agreed that the Litter Warden pay rates be increased as budgeted from £6.50 to £6.75 per hour effective 1st April 2009. 
84.
Horsham Rural Links
It was agreed that this initiative be supported and TPC will be represented by Cllrs Bearman, Bunyan, Dawes and Prince who will decide on priorities and availability and input to the clerk.
85.
Temporary Road Closure
No longer applicable as parade postponed. 
86.
CUSID

It was agreed to register interest subject to more information on availability and costings.
87.
Travel Survey
The survey and the letter from Dave Evans were considered. It was agreed that Mr Evans be invited to the June council meeting to discuss TPC involvement and the way forward, the possibility of a contribution to the cost can then also be considered.   
88.
Annual Report

It was agreed to adopt the same basis as last year provided the cost is reasonable. Committee reports to be submitted by Cllrs Dawes and Prince by 30th April. 
89.
Newsletter
Input was agreed and is to be submitted to the clerk by 13th May. Deep concern expressed that despite assurances distribution of the last issue was again delayed, clerk to relay to publisher and seek his views on whether it would be helpful if the majority of the newsletters were hand delivered by volunteers in future.

90.
Mushroom Sites

Cllrs McDowell, MacEachern and Prince withdrew from the meeting for this item.

The Chairman advised that the TPC WG members had met to review the current status and are aiming to arrange a full JPAWG meeting in early May. The Chairman further commented that the odour issue is a real problem and improvements should be sought now rather than being tied to development. Cllr Dawes reported on the meeting of the odour pollution sub-group held on 25th March with HDC and Sussex Mushrooms and the Chairman thanked the team and the other interested parties for their involvement so far. Cllr Walker reported that the wind data was flawed and this will be addressed at the next meeting. 
91.
Parish Plan Implementation Advisory Committee

Nothing further to report. 
92.
Greening Campaign

Cllr Dawes reported on a meeting held with Sara Grimes, next step is to plan for a public meeting likely to be held in September. 
93.
Open Spaces Committee

Next meeting 12th May.
94.
Footpaths  
Cllr Prince reported that he has discussed various issues with Darren Rolfe and is awaiting feedback. The FCR Inquiry has now been scheduled for 15th September in Ashington.
95.
Laybrook Landfill Working Party

Cllr McDowell reported that WSCC still awaiting response from Cory. Ashington getting active and planned a meeting for 6th May, Cllrs McDowell and MacEachern attending. Parade postponed. Fundraising event at Knepp Castle 31st May. 
96.
Minerals Liaison Group

Nothing to report.      
97.
Planning Committee Minutes


The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 2nd March were received.
98.
Reports from Councillors

98.1
District Cllr Arthur reported that the new waste collection service is coming in over the next few months.
98.2
Cllr Prince reported an accident at Town House Corner last Friday evening.

98.3
Cllr Walker reported an accident on the B2133 by the brickworks in the week before Easter.

98.4
Cllr Bearman reported a further broken window at the village hall, hedge to be cut down to improve visibility and making enquiries regarding CCTV.  
99. 
Liaison with TVA


The meeting was updated on current TVA issues. 

100.
Adjournment


The meeting was then adjourned to allow comments or questions from the public and the following was noted.
100.1
In response to a query as to why the school had a travel survey the Chairman advised they wanted to improve the travel to school plan.

100.2
In response to a query as to why TVA cannot make known the current membership total the secretary advised she had been told it should be discussed at the appropriate time and she was not allowed to discuss it tonight.

100.3
In response to a comment that Washington PC send out their newsletter by post and perhaps the clerk could find out the cost the Chairman advised this will come out from the action already agreed.

100.4
Public forum on Minerals and Waste issues at Rydon school on 8th May. 
101.
Chairman’s Announcements
101.1
Annual Parish Meeting 27th April, RSPB guest speaker, Cllrs Bearman and MacEachern to provide refreshments.
101.2
Chairman to attend further meeting of the Task and Finish Group regarding the mobile waste service on 21st May.
101.3
Invitation to cricket club 12th May, Chairman attending.

101.4
HDC annual meeting and reception 20th May, Chairman attending.

101.5
May Day walk 4th May.
102.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

102.1
The Chairman thanked those who participated in the clean-up day but noted it was more poorly attended than in the recent past. The Highway Rangers did attend with a very positive  “can do” attitude and completed a lot of work on the day which was very beneficial; clerk to thank them formally. Concern over fly-tipping, to be included on a future agenda. Participating Cllrs then commented on their observations on the day.  
102.2 New Head at Rydon School.
102.3
Cllr MacEachern advised that Ivan Weir had been transferred to Southampton hospital, the Chairman asked him to convey TPC’s concern and best wishes for a speedy recovery.

102.4
Cllr MacEachern to provide an update on the purple bus at the next meeting. 
Date of next meeting:
Monday, 18th May 2009 at 7.30 p.m. (Annual Meeting) 
Meeting closed:  9.20 p.m.
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