Thakeham Parish Council

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING – Monday, 14th September 2009 
Meeting opened:
7.00 p.m.

Present


Mr N Prince


Mr J Bearman



Mrs L Bunyan


Mr S Kirby





In attendance

Mr J Denman 


Clerk to the Council

47.
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllrs Berry and Brown.
48.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.

49.
Minutes of the last meeting
Minutes of the last meeting held on 14th July 2009 were approved and signed.
50.
Report on action items from previous meeting
50.1
(38.2) Cllr Prince does not think the tree has survived, will get advice from John Hedges. 
50.2
(38.3) Cllrs Bearman and Prince aim to clean war memorial in next few weeks.
50.3 
(38.4) Concrete not yet removed where Rydon shelter was as school may want seat there, Cllr MacEachern will follow up after school holidays. 
50.4
(38.5) It was agreed Faros should install a restraining fence to overcome self-closing gate problem, Cllr Prince to advise next TPC meeting.
50.5
(38.7) No feedback from Highways re trees on the banks north of the office.

50.6
(38.8) Cllr Prince contacted Will Jones re trees opposite Greenhurst Lane, crown lift not a problem but should leave till autumn, Cllr Prince to follow up nearer the time.

50.7
(38.10) New Heritage Trail plaque installed.
50.8 (38.12) Cllr Kirby has put his dog fouling signs up.
50.9 (39.1) Overgrown vegetation around The Street bus shelter reported to Highway Rangers, clerk to report same for shelter opposite Abingworth.

50.10 (40) Cllrs Prince and Bearman to have further discussion with Alfie Walls re Jackets Hill footpath.

50.11 (43) Cllrs Bearman and Prince to make further enquiries re millennium signs.

50.12 (44) Playground signs now ready for collection.

50.13 (45) Quote requested from Faros for work to notice boards. Highway Rangers requested to clear overgrown vegetation in church car park.

50.14 (46.2) HDC requested to clear straw. Highways requested to cut back trees, likely they will say householder responsibility but Cllr Bearman advised they did previously undertake the work eventually after pressure from TPC. Highways also following up enforcement of sheeting requirement with HDC.

50.15 (46.3) Highway Rangers requested to cut back hedge in front of the shops.

50.16 (46.4) Highways advised hedge from Town House corner to Willmers Farm is landowner responsibility. Clerk wrote to Penn 7th August requesting they cut back but no response yet. Cllr Prince advised land may in fact still be owned by Withrington, he will check.    
51.
Reports from Councillors

Cllr Prince queried the status of the collapsing fence at the north end of Woodlands Way, the clerk advised that WSCC accepted responsibility and Darren Rolfe is following up.
52.
RoSPA report 

Clerk to write to PlaySafety re height exclusion.
53.
Works to HBL playground

It was agreed that TPC would be recommended to accept the quote of £390.00 from Faros and 4 bags of Cushionfall at cost of £156.00 + delivery and VAT from Playground Facilities. Faros have been instructed by the clerk to repair the cable rider steps at a cost of £45.00 due to safety risk. 
54.
Abingworth bus shelter

Cllr Bearman does not agree with the travel survey findings that the shelter is time expired, he will follow up and see if there are any options for re-positioning. 
55.
Skateboarding

Clerk to check mobile facility with HDC. Subject to that, Ali Balchin to be invited to next meeting to present detailed proposal. 
56.
Woodlands Way

The request for disabled access was considered. A number of concerns were identified and it was recognised that although there is tarmac it is a footpath rather than a pavement; clerk to seek advice from WSCC.
57.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

57.1
Dangerous tree branch down blocking FP 2483, clerk to report to Darren Rolfe. 
57.2
Complaint re overgrown vegetation at end of HBL, supposed to have been cleared, Cllr Prince to check.
57.3
Hedge trimmings dumped at entrance to sports field on FP 2480, clerk to seek advice from Darren Rolfe.
57.4
Cllr Kirby reported on call from Richard Cattermole regarding Jackets Hill footpath from his end to the top which he wants left alone, but John Welland also called saying it has to be improved.

57.5
Cllr Bunyan observed deep hole with cover missing on B2133 during the 12th September march, reported to police who said would report to Highways. 

Meeting closed: 
8.15 p.m.

Date of next meeting:
Monday, 9th November 2009 at 7.00 p.m.    
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