Thakeham Parish Council

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING – Tuesday, 14th July 2009 
Meeting opened:
6.00 p.m.

Present


Mr N Prince


Mr J Bearman



Mr D Berry


Mrs L Bunyan



Mr S Kirby





In attendance

Mr J Denman 


Clerk to the Council

33.
Election of Chairman


Cllr Prince was re-elected to the Chair of the Open Spaces Committee.

34.
Election of Vice-Chairman

Cllr Brown was re-elected as Vice-Chairman of the Open Spaces Committee, subject to his acceptance of the nomination.
35.
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Brown.
36.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.

37.
Minutes of the last meeting
Minutes of the last meeting held on 12th May 2009 were approved and signed.
38.
Report on action items from previous meeting
38.1
(26.1) Meadow seed sown by Cllr Prince.
38.2
(26.2) Cllr Prince to monitor the condition of the tree donated by John Hedges. 
38.3
(26.3) Cllr Bearman now has the materials and will aim to clean war memorial in next few weeks.
38.4 
(26.4) Faros have removed the Rydon shelter, concrete to be removed and Greenhurst Lane shelter refurbishment to be undertaken this week. 
38.5
(26.5) Faros tried small hydraulic ram to overcome self-closing gate problem but broken first day, not sure what else can be done. Cllr Prince to research options.
38.6
(26.6) Cllr Brown has dealt with broken branches on tree on land at Linfield Copse.

38.7
(26.10) No feedback from Highways re trees on the banks north of the office.

38.8
(26.11) Cllr Prince contacted Will Jones re trees opposite Greenhurst Lane, crown lift not a problem but should leave till autumn, Cllr Prince to follow up nearer the time.

38.9
(26.12) Churned up footpath now levelled off, Cllr Prince inspected and confirmed OK.
38.10
(27.2) Clerk contacted HDC re removed Heritage Trail plaque but no response. Cllr Bearman reported another missing in neighbouring parish.

38.11
(29) Grants on CLC agenda for tomorrow, Cllr Berry to report back if anything relevant.

38.12
(31) Cllr Prince put his dog fouling signs up, Cllr Kirby to position his.  
39.
Reports from Councillors
39.1
Cllr Bearman reported overgrown vegetation around bus shelters opposite Abingworth and top of The Street. Clerk to get quote from Roger Smith.

39.2
Cllr Bearman reported that the Rydon site needs clearing and the general area tidied up. After Faros removed the concrete clerk to ask Highway Rangers to clear. Could consider possibility of placing a seat there. Cllr Bearman to ask Compass for a timetable to go on the bus stop.  
40.
Jackets Hill footpath 

Cllrs Prince and Bearman to have further discussion with Alfie Walls.
41.
Chippings in playground

Cllr Prince to pursue.
42.
Dog bin at north end of Woodlands Way

No action at this time; monitor. 
43.
Millennium signs

Cllrs Bearman & Prince to make further enquiries.
44.
Playground signage


Cllr Prince to pursue.

45.
Condition of notice boards


Cllr Bearman reported that the southern board is OK but the others could do with rubbing down and re-varnishing; Cllr Prince to get quote from Faros. Whole area at church car park is overgrown, clerk to request Highway Rangers to clear.
46.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

46.1
The RoSPA inspection report was noted. The exclusion of fittings above 2.5m was deemed totally unacceptable; clerk to request an explanation. Cllr Prince to go through items with Faros and get quote for any required works.
46.2
Cllr Bearman expressed concern over the large amount of straw in road/gutters by phone box near southern notice board due to trees grown to high level; clerk to request Highways to cut back.

46.3
Cllr Bearman reported that the hedge in front of the shops is growing out and encroaching on the road, reducing visibility on leaving Crescent Rise; clerk to request Highway Rangers to cut back.
46.4
Cllr Prince reported that the hedge from Town House corner to Willmers Farm is encroaching on the east side of the B2139; clerk to request Highway Rangers to cut back.


Meeting closed: 
7.05 p.m.

Date of next meeting:
Monday, 14th September 2009 at 7.00 p.m.    
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