Thakeham Parish Council

OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEETING – Tuesday, 10th March 2009 
Meeting opened:
6.05 p.m.

Present


Mr N Prince


Mr J Bearman



Mr D Berry


Mr R Brown

Mrs L Bunyan


Mr S Kirby





In attendance

Mr J Denman 


Clerk to the Council

10.
Apologies for absence

All members of the Open Spaces Committee were present.
11.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.

12.
Minutes of the last meeting
Minutes of the last meeting held on 6th January 2009 were approved and signed.
13.
Correspondence


Playground Facilities Ltd: 3 month post installation site check up on rotating climber.

Darren Rolfe: PRoW routine maintenance inspection commencing today.
14.
Report on action items from previous meeting
14.1
(4.1) Cllr Prince to sow meadow seed in approximately 6 weeks.
14.2
(4.4) Cllr Brown has seen John Hedges, tree chosen and planted by Roger Smith. Item to be included in newsletter and letter of thanks to be sent by clerk. 
14.3
(4.7) Clerk applied for grant from Lottery Fund for climbing boulder.

14.4
(4.9) Cleaning of war memorial in hand.
14.5 
(4.11) Actions on bus shelters agreed at 19th January TPC meeting, plans to be announced in next newsletter.

14.6
(9.1) Woodlands Way posts reported to Darren Rolfe.

14.7
(9.2) Cllr Prince organised improved heating for parish office.  
15.
Reports from Councillors
15.1
Cllr Brown suggested that rising butt hinges should be considered to overcome the self-closing gate problem at the HBL playground. Cllr Prince to speak to Faros and request quotes.  
15.2
Cllr Kirby reported that a tree on the land at Linfield Copse could do with tidying due broken lower branches, Cllr Brown to follow up.
15.3
Cllr Bearman reported on a meeting held with Compass; more timetable boards have been installed.

16.
Jackets Hill footpath 

The message from Vince Tipper reporting a negative response from the Weares was reviewed. A safe route is considered essential and it was noted that WSCC had offered fencing for privacy. It was also noted that TPC had recently supported the planning application for Broadlands. It was agreed the clerk would write to the Weares urging them to reconsider, with copies to David Jenkins and Vince Tipper.
17.
Southern notice board

Cllr Bearman reported this had been discussed with John Nicel who would take down and refurbish the board and then fix to battens on the wall at a maximum cost of £50.00. It was agreed this work should be undertaken after the next TPC meeting as the board will be removed for a couple of days.
18.
Millennium signs

Awaiting proofs, will be reported to next TPC meeting.
19.
Playground signage

Colour samples not available. It was agreed Cllr Prince would get quotes from 2 suppliers and then go ahead with the most favourable and he would report to the next TPC meeting to that effect.

20.
Dog litter in playground


As the sign referred to in 19 above will be placed in a prominent position at the entrance to the playground and will include “no dogs”, it was agreed that additional signage would not be necessary. Clerk to include item in next newsletter and emphasise blindness risk.
21.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda

21.1
Cllr Prince advised that a lot of trees on the banks north of the office need attention or will fall on to the B2139; clerk to ask Highways to inspect.


21.2
Cllr Prince queried whether there had been any progress regarding the wrongly positioned stile in the field at Town House Corner; to be followed up with Darren Rolfe.
21.3
Cllr Berry reported that a row of trees opposite Greenhurst Lane on the bus shelter side could do with a crown lift; Cllr Prince to inspect.
21.4
Cllr Bunyan reported on the bad quantity of mud washing down The Street; this will be covered under the bank erosion issue at the next TPC meeting.

21.5
Cllr Brown reported that the access to the footpath at Town House Corner was dangerous as there were no barriers to stop anyone falling through on to the road; Cllr Prince to contact Darren Rolfe.

21.6
Cllr Brown reported on the water leak by The Street which had been attended to promptly by Southern Water.

21.7
Cllr Prince referred to the hairnet littering problem raised by the litter warden which he would be reporting to Sussex Mushrooms tomorrow.

21.8
The e-mail from Cllr McDowell regarding the churned up footpath was circulated; Cllr Prince to follow up and monitor.


Meeting closed: 
7.00 p.m.

Date of next meeting:
Tuesday, 12th May 2009 at 6.00 p.m.    
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