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Thakeham

Parish Council News

FROM THE CHAIRMAN

Firstly, a big welcome to all our readers but also an apology that the last edition of our newsletter was
circulated late and in many cases received after Village Day. This was due to circumstances beyond our
control but steps have been taken to try and ensure this does not happen again. The newsletter is
currently produced and circulated at no cost to the parish.

This summer has not exactly been the best on the weather front and we are all facing many pressures,
particularly from increases in the cost of living. With regard to Thakeham though, comes the news that a
scoping document has been published concerning the Laybrook brickworks. This is likely to lead to a
planning application later this year to use the site as landfill for waste. It is obviously a very big concern
for all of us, and the council remains strongly opposed to the site being “restored” in this way. More about
that follows later in this issue.

The council has learned that the landowners of the mushroom farms - Abingworth and main site - are
preparing an outline plan for the future of the sites that should be ready for consultation by way of a
public meeting in the autumn. The views of the Thakeham community will be paramount in whether any
support is given to the progression to a detailed planning application or not.

As previously reported, the council has been represented in a working party to consider the fortnightly
Mobile Household Waste Recycling Service in Storrington’s Old Mill Square car park. West Sussex
County Council has now written to every household in the local area outlining how the service will
operate in future. The solution makes good sense as while it safeguards a valuable mobile service for
certain kinds of waste, it will improve recycling and reduce waste going to landfill.

We are delighted with our new website www.thakehamparish.co.uk and hope that many of you are
making use of it. We will welcome any feedback about it and it has already been used as a platform to
communicate directly with us. We have received comment on the future of our bus shelters as well as
road safety in areas of the parish not covered by county’s last review of speed restriction measures.
These matters are being considered by the council and will be progressed and communicated through to
conclusion.

| advised in the last edition that the council had acquired a CD ROM copy of the Tithe Map for Thakeham
Parish that dates back to 1842. It is planned that this will be publicly demonstrated at this year’s
December meeting for anyone interested.

| hope you find the newsletter interesting and informative and that all of us in Thakeham can work
through the challenges facing us. Dave Berry — Chairman, Thakeham Parish Council

PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

The 2007 Parish plan sets out the key challenges, actions and issues facing the Council during its term in
office.

Progress against plan is monitored by the implementations committee and a schedule detailing all the
actions and progress to date was tabled at the August council meeting. A copy of the schedule has been
put on the council’s web site and will be regularly updated. A full copy of the Parish Plan can also be
found on the web site. www.thakehamparish.co.uk



LET’S NOT LAND UP WITH LANDFILL

Since the last parish newsletter things have moved on
apace. Cory Environmental (the company that means to
turn Laybrook Brickworks into a landfill site) has now
formally announced its intention to submit a planning
application for the site. The application is likely to be
submitted in October, prior to which the company will
hold a number of public exhibitions outlining its plans
(dates and venues yet to be announced).

As you may have read in the June issue, the proposed
landfill site poses a huge environmental threat to our
community, in terms of air and water pollution, vermin
and traffic - it is estimated that a refuse lorry will thunder
through our country lanes every two minutes.

Your Parish Council will be taking all the necessary
steps to object to Cory’s application but if residents want
to make sure that Thakeham and surrounding parishes
are not blighted for decades to come, they will also need
to act.

Thakeham Village Action, which has been actively
campaigning against the landfill site since the beginning,
is presently producing a leaflet which will be distributed
to over 5000 homes in the area. This will arrive on your
doorstep as soon as Cory’s application has been
submitted to West Sussex County Council and will
include details of how to file your own objections.

The power to stop the landfill site (which to remind you,
would be the size of 130 football pitches) lies squarely in
your hands. West Sussex County Council has to take
into account the views of the local community, so the
more the better. Every member of a household can write
to the Council and each letter will be viewed as an
individual objection.

So when the time comes, if you want to save your
community from playing host to a vast pile of rotting
rubbish, you will need to put pen to paper.

OPEN SPACES

The Open Spaces Committee meets on a regular basis
and monitors issues such as the play areas, footpaths,
trees, grass cutting and street cleaning.

The Cable Ride in the High Bar Lane playground has
now been replaced and we are currently reviewing the
other equipment in order to assess whether replacement
or different items would improve the facility. Judging by
the number of children observed enjoying themselves
each time the Committee members have visited the site
this playground has clearly proved a success.

The County Council have completed their public rights of
way routine maintenance which included 725 metres of
vegetation clearance from various footpaths, replacing
finger posts and repairing broken stiles.

A significant amount of tree thinning is being carried out
in Mill Copse (Easterly direction from the church). This is
being monitored by our tree warden.

Gozone

Care Itd

All Carers are fully trained & CRB
checked CSCl licensed and inspected

Personal Care
Shopping

Cleaning

Respite Cover

24 Hour Care

Care 7 Days Per Week
Mobility Aids available

Please contact us for details
85 Lower Street, Pulborough, West Sussex RH20 2BP
Tel:01798 874514 Fax:01798 874775
Email:info@gozone.org.uk
Www.gozonecare.com
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WANT TO SEE YOUR ADVERT HERE?

This newsletter is circulated to over 800 homes in the
Thakeham parish

Call Chanctonbury Media Ltd on 01403 739305
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Horsham and District

Food & Drink
Festival

A celebration of local produce
6 September to 5 October

Good for you and our countryside

Organised by Horsham District Council

Horsham
District
Council
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WATCH YOUR SPEED!

Complaints that the 20 mph limit in The Street is not being
observed led to a suggestion that 20 mph signs should be
positioned in 2 or 3 places.

WSCC Highways said that a speed census with wires across
the road should be conducted to assess the need for such
signs. This was undertaken in July and we await the findings of
the census.

We don't want unnecessary signs but if speeding is confirmed
then motorists must be reminded that they are in a 20 mph zone
and this means some signs.

The SID team has just been enlarged with 3 new members
having been trained to use the Speed Indicator Device and

3 more waiting for our next 1 hour training session.

We expect to be operating regularly again when the children are
back at school now that we have a bigger team of operators.
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THAKEHAM VILLAGE DAY a I
Once again the weather
was kind to us, and this
year’s Village Day on June
14th was one of the biggest
and best in recent years.
Across the field, there
seemed a real buzz in the
air as people enjoyed the

arena events, stalls, attractions, food, and drink. For the first time, the

event carried on into the evening with some great music by Sussex
band Dark Starr and a Hog Roast. The aim of the day has always
been to bring the community together and to raise some much-
needed funds. This year we managed to raise an impressive £3600
for local causes, the bulk of which has gone to Thakeham First

School and to support the Village Hall. The First School once again

entertained us with their Country Dancing, and there were displays by

the local Ministars Youth Theatre and local Gun Dogs. Not forgetting
of course our own
Thakeham Morris side, who
this year performed from
time to time around the Call Us First for Legal Advice
Arena. Once again
Thakeham Village Day

Residential Conveyancing
Matrimonial & Family

hosted the South Downs Wills & Probate
Strongman Challenge, Employment Matters
which brought people from Commercial Conveyancing

Powers of Attorney
Dispute Resolution

across the UK to watch and
take part. The sixteen competitors battled through six gruelling events,
including tractor pulling, tyre flipping and trying to run with a 280kg View our full range of services at
yoke on your back! However, Village Day can get even better! If you www.smithgadd.co.uk
have any great new ideas, or just want to help out, why not come and
join the planning group? We only meet once per month, and we only  [EIEI(ETelale]ale N 0h RZ0 IS 2y a PoVoya

ask people to give whatever time or help they can offer. e-mail: horsham@smithgadd.co.uk
The initial planning meeting for Village Day 2009 is on
Thursday 18th September at 8pm in Thakeham Village Hall. {nied by: Lancing Press
u unity printer
Please come along — WE NEED YOU! Lancing Press 01903 753 145 - www.lancingpress.co.uk
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VANDALISM

A number of recently reported acts of vandalism have
caused concern within the Parish Council, luckily
they have not resulted in any serious injuries. The
incidents have all been reported through to the parish
PCSO based at Pulborough Police station, they are
then logged and crime numbers are raised. These
incidents are taken very seriously and in particular if
the small fire at the Village Hall had not been
discovered in time it could have caused severe
damage to the Hall and serious injury to users. The
High Bar Lane play area tree damage was also
extremely disappointing, a number of people spent a
considerable amount of time and effort on behalf of
the children of the parish to create shade for all the
family to enjoy. If you observe any acts of vandalism
please notify the police on their non-emergency free
phone number 0845 60 70 999 or contact the clerk.
Our facilities are for us all to enjoy, don’t let anyone
spoil them.

ALLOTMENTS

The Council is planning to assess the feasibility of
acquiring some land in order to provide allotment
gardens for residents. An allotment garden is defined
as a plot which is wholly or mainly cultivated by the
occupier to produce vegetables or fruit for
consumption by himself and his family (Allotments Act
1922, s 22(1)). Apologies for the masculine gender but
it is an old Act, females will of course be equally
entitled! As a first stage in this process we need to
establish the level of need amongst parishioners.
Could you therefore please contact the clerk if you
would be interested in renting an allotment garden.

Save Water

Southern Water is giving away a bag called “Save-a-
Flush” containing granules which expand when
submerged inside a cistern and save a litre of water
every flush. More than 19,000 bags were provided
free last year resulting in an estimated saving of
170,000 litres of water every day.

If you want one call Southern Water on 0845 278
0845.

IN THE NEXT ISSUE - Look out for the special reader
offer on a NEW 3
4 "\ DVD set ‘Lost &
Found - Journeys
Around Sussex’
Featuring The
Bluebell Railway

Ashington Private Hire

Call us now

01903 891641

Six Seater Available
Airport Transfer Specialists
Local & Long Distance
07713 056 750
Business Accounts Welcome
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Published by Thakeham Parish Council. The newsletter is fun

ded

from advertising and is produced at no cost to the Parish Council.

The Parish Council and printers do not guarantee or endorse
of the services or products advertised in this publication.
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PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council meets on the third Monday of each month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. All meetings are open to residents
who are welcome to address Council on any matters in an Open Forum held during the meeting. Agendas of all Council and
Committee meetings are displayed on the noticeboards and the minutes are published on our website at
www.thakehamparish.co.uk

HOW TO CONTACT US

Chairman

Mr David Berry Little Oak, Storrington Road, Thakeham, RH20 3NA  Tel: 01903 742303 dhberry@btinternet.com
EXx officio all committees, CLC, JPAWG

Vice Chairman

Mr Stephen Kirby 17 Linfield Copse, Thakeham, RH20 3EU Tel: 01798 815089 sjk2008@hotmail.co.uk

Ex officio all committees

Councillors
Mr John Bearman Tel: 01903 744971 HALC, JPAWG, Open Spaces Committee, Parish Plan Implementation AC, Police
Mr Roger Brown Tel: 01798 812678 Planning Committee, Open Spaces Committee

Mrs Lavinia Bunyan  Tel: 01798 815968 Planning Committee, Open Spaces Committee, Sport and Leisure

Ms Karen Dawes Tel: 01798 815636 Planning Committee (Chair)

Ms Lucy McDowell Tel: 01798 812421 Laybrook Landfill WP, Minerals Liaison Group

Mr Dave MacEachern Tel: 01798 815722 CLC, Laybrook Landfill WP, Minerals Liaison Group Village Hall Committee,
Planning Committee, Footpath Inquiry Ad Comm, Youth, Health

Mr Norman Prince Tel: 01798 813064 HALC, Open Spaces Committee (Chair), Parish Plan Implementation AC,
Tree Warden, Footpath Warden

Mr Rod Walker Tel: 01798 812802 Planning Committee, Parish Plan Implementation AC Highways and Transport

Mr John Weight Tel: 01798 815512 JPAWG, Parish Plan Implementation AC, Communications

Clerk to the Council
Mr John Denman The Parish Office, Thakeham Parish Council, Storrington Road, Thakeham, RH20 3EJ
Tel: 01798 815305 clerk@thakehampc.plus.com

Are you looking for inspiration
and ideas for your new Kitchen?

Come and explore more than
50 classical and contemporary
styles and 75 colour options
in our new showroom.
Ask our friendly and experienced designers

about our free design service to create the ideal
kitchen to match your lifestyle.

The Colonnades, 17 London Road, Pulborough, RH20 1AS
(opposite Harwoods Showroom)

Tel: 01798 874 859

Find us at: www.thekitchentrader.co.uk




