Thakeham Parish Council

PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING – Monday, 2nd March 2009  
Meeting opened:
7.30 p.m.

Present


Ms K Dawes


Mr D Berry

Mr R Brown


Mrs L Bunyan

Mr S Kirby


Mr D MacEachern


Mr R Walker


In attendance

Mr J Denman


Clerk to the Council

18.
Apologies for absence

All members of the Planning Committee were present.     
19.
Interests of Members

No interests were declared.
20.
Minutes of the last meeting

Minutes of the last meeting held on 2nd February 2009 were approved and signed.

21.
Enforcement issues

The status report was reviewed and the following comments were noted:

Crays Farm – Letter sent to Ray Wright. 

Sussex Coaches – HDC response previously circulated.

The Green layby – Grass growing through tarmac, delete from list.
Willmers Farm – White Renault coach observed, clerk to advise HDC. 

Little Snapes – HDC advised owner not in accordance with approval, clerk to follow up in few weeks if nothing heard .

Water Lane Farm – HDC site visit today re trees felled, awaiting feedback. HDC referred bus stop issue to Highways. 
22.
Planning Applications for consideration

DC/09/0140 (T/09/03) Green Meadows, Danhill Farm, Harbolets Road, West Chiltington

Conversion of existing garage into a study and conversion of rear ground floor bedroom 

to rear lobby









(LB)
NO OBJECTION
DC/09/0179 (T/09/04) Wentworth, High Bar Lane, Thakeham

Fell 50 Conifer Trees








(RB)
SUPPORT
DC/09/0183 (T/09/05) Heathside, Hillside Walk, Storrington

2-Storey side extension








(SK)

NO OBJECTION
DC/09/0228 (T/09/06) Broadlands, Storrington Road, Thakeham

4-bed replacement dwelling







(KD)
SUPPORT
DC/09/0267 (T/09/07) Land East of The Cabin, Harbolets Road, West Chiltington

Erection of a building comprising 3 stables, tack room, hay/feed store, 

extension of access road and formation of hardstanding to serve stables.


(KD)

STRONG OBJECTION


The Design and Access Statement submitted by the agent refers to Policy DC29 of the General Development Control Policies which covers equestrian development. This policy states that permission will be granted if:
a. it can be demonstrated that the re-use of existing buildings on site for any related equestrian 

use is not appropriate before new or replacement buildings are considered;

b. the proposal is appropriate in scale and level of activity, and in keeping with its location and surroundings; and,

c. does not result in sporadic development leading to an intensification of buildings in the countryside. 

This application is therefore contrary to Policy DC29 as:
a.
there are no existing buildings on site for diversification of use;

b.
the proposal is not in keeping with its surroundings as the equestrian activity would not be attached to a house or farm but would be an isolated activity in the countryside; and,
c.
the application would result in sporadic development.



In addition concern was expressed over the visibility of the site and the access to it. There is a hedgerow as stated in the application but it is a low one and does not screen the site from the road. The field rises in height from the boundary with the road and this further increases visibility. Also the B2133 is an unrestricted and busy road and whilst the existing access is not often used any increased usage of the access would be cause for concern.

DC/09/0302 (T/09/08) Thakeham County Primary School, The Street, Thakeham


Fell 1 Norway Spruce (T1), 3 Lime (T2, T3 and T4) and 2 Pear trees, surgery to


1 Corsician Pine (T5) and 1 Oak tree (T6) (Work to Trees in Conservation Area)

(RB)
NO OBJECTION
23.
Planning Applications permitted/refused/withdrawn since the last meeting

Permitted


DC/08/1993 (T/08/42) Abingworth Hall Hotel, Storrington Road, Thakeham

New vehicular and entrance into Abingworth Hall Hotel and closure of existing


2
The use hereby permitted shall not be commenced until all access to the site other than that hereby approved shall have been stopped up permanently and obliterated in accordance with details to be first submitted to and approved by the Local Planning Authority in writing.

3
No development shall be commenced until visibility splays of 2.4 metres by 59 metres have been provided at the centre of the proposed site vehicular access onto Storrington Road. These visibility splays shall thereafter be kept free of all obstructions over a height of 0.6 metres above adjoining carriageway level.

4
No works or development shall take place until full details of all hard and soft landscaping works have been approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. All such works shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details. Any plants which within a period of 5 years from the time of planting die, are removed, or become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the next planting season with others of similar size and species unless the Local Planning Authority gives written consent to any variation.


Chair to look into this one.
DC/08/2552 (T/08/49) Fairfields, Coolham Road, West Chiltington

First floor side extension above existing garage to provide additional living accommodation
2
The materials and finishes of all new external walls and roofs of the development hereby permitted shall match in type, colour and texture those of the existing building. 
DC/08/2607 (T/08/51) Bucks House, Crays Lane, Goose Green

Two-storey side extension, conservatory to rear and two-storey extension to existing garage

2
The materials and finishes of all new external walls and roofs of the development hereby permitted shall match in type, colour and texture those of the existing building.

DC/09/0037 (T/09/01) Nightingales, Peacocks Lane, Thakeham

Alterations to existing property to provide new front and rear extensions and increasing ridge 

to provide new 1st floor accommodation








2
The materials and finishes of all new external walls and roofs of the development hereby permitted shall match in type, colour and texture those of the existing building.

3
Notwithstanding the provisions of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 or Orders amending or revoking and re-enacting the same, the building(s) shall not be extended or altered in any way unless planning permission has been granted by the Local Planning Authority on application in that respect.

Refused

DC/08/2483 (T/08/47) Land East of The Cabin, Harbolets Road, West Chiltington

Erection of a building comprising 3 stables, tack room, hay/feed store, construction of 

sandschool and formation of hardstanding to serve stables and sandschool 



1
The erection of the stableblock, sandschool and creation of a hardstanding would be  detrimental to the character of the surrounding countryside and result in a sporadic development of the site, by virtue of its scale and design. The development is therefore contrary to policy CP3 of the Horsham District Local Development Framework: Core Strategy (2007) and policies DC1 and DC29 of the Horsham District Local Development Framework: General Development Control Policies (2007). 
DC/08/2587 (T/08/50) Merrywood House, Merrywood Lane, Thakeham

Fell a Beech (T1), Horse Chestnut (T2), Western Red Cedar (T3), 2 x Cypress (TG1) and 

tree marked as ‘A’ from a mixed species group (TG2)






1
It is not considered, in the cases of the small beech tree within group TG2, the 2 conifers within group TG1, and the conifer T3, that sufficient evidence has been submitted to satisfactorily demonstrate a causal link between the root actions of the trees in question and the alleged structural damage to the property. Neither has it been satisfactorily explained as to how the proposed felling of these trees will address the situation and/or improve it, nor that the actions proposed are proportionate to the damage alleged, nor that correctional building works to the property will not be required subsequent to the trees’ removal. The Council therefore considers that the felling of these trees, an action which it considers will result in an unacceptable loss of amenity to the area, is unjustified.

2
Although it is accepted that the root actions of the beech tree T1 may be contributing to the alleged structural defect at the property, the removal of this tree, which it is assessed would result in a highly unacceptable loss of amenity to the area, is considered disproportionate to the defect, and to the outstanding public amenity merit of the tree. Neither has it been satisfactorily explained as to how the proposed felling of this tree will address the situation and/or improve it, nor that correctional building works to the property will not be required subsequent to its removal. The Council therefore considers that the felling of this tree, an action which it considers will result in an unacceptable loss of amenity to the area, is unjustified.

Note to Applicant

The Council advises that the Horse chestnut tree, T2, is not subject to a Tree Preservation Order or any outstanding condition on a planning approval, nor is it within a Conservation Area. The Council has no objection to the removal of this tree, which may proceed without further recourse to this Authority.   
Withdrawn

None











24.
Any other business for noting or inclusion on a future agenda
24.1
Fran Cottage, The Street, on next agenda.
24.2 Cllr Brown/clerk to contact Pucklechurch PC re landfill
24.3 Laybrook on next agenda, then to 20/4 TPC meeting.

24.4 The circulated alert from Will Jones re woodland thinning in Old House Copse was noted. 
Meeting closed: 9.00 p.m.       
Date of next meeting: Monday, 6th April at 7.30 p.m.   















Minutes TPC Planning Committee – 2 March 2009
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